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Nl K AZI Z KNOAB LI TTLE ABOUT | SLAM - MAHATHI R

MELAKA, Aug 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat's actions indicate that he
knows little about I|slam

The prime mnister said many of the PAS | eader's actions were not
things that Muslinms ought to do and were only done by people with little
know edge about Islam

"I say Nik Aziz has little know dge about |slam because if he has
i ndept h knowl edge he will not utter all kinds of words that are not
permtted by Islam" Dr Mahathir told a neet-the-peopl e session in Tangga
Bat u here.

He once again challenged Nk Aziz to prove that the Quran had a verse
that permitted the word shit or other offensive words found i n Datuk Shanon
Ahmad' s satirical novel "Shit".

The prinme mnister accused Nik Aziz of distorting what Prophet Muhanmad
had said when he | eft Mecca. The prophet had prayed that others would be
blind so that they do not see himl eave.

"But NNk Aziz prays to God to nmake all Muslins who do not support PAS
blind," he said.

But, remarked Dr Mahathir cynically, if the prayer was answered, the
synbol s of all parties would appear as the noon (PAS synbol) to voters and
some people would end up voting for the Barisan Nasional (BN) too.

The prime minister also clainmed that Nik Aziz himself was now calling
Umo nmenbers infidels although the nenteri besar said previously that only
extrem sts PAS nenbers had done that.

"Who is NNk Aziz to brand as infidels those who pray, recite the
kal i mah shahadah (declaration of faith), followall religious rules and do
all the good things as required by Islam

"Ni k Aziz makes us infidels so easily. This is the man who cl ai ns
himself to be an ulama and wants only ulamas to rule,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who was addressi ng sone 15, 000 people, said Nk Aziz
shoul d not distort Islam c teachings and Qurani c verses.

He said Nik Aziz recently advised PAS | ecturers to focus on religious
teachi ngs "but we know that what the PAS | ecturers deliver are not
religion, religious teachings, but PAS teachings which are different from
religion."

"That's why in the religious teachings by PAS, God can utter the word
shit and other words that | couldn't bring nyself to say here," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

Claimng that PAS was inciting university students, workers and
everyone not to be grateful, he said this was contrary to Islamc
t eachi ngs.

Dr Mahathir also clained that PAS wanted ulamas to rule the country
al t hough in a denocracy anyone coul d becone t he | eader.

He al so alleged that the top committee in PAS did not have any rights
and the ones who did were Nik Aziz and the party's ul ama council

"He (Nik Aziz) is the one who decides on PAS npvenents and now wants
to expand the party's administrative structure to our country so that only
they have the right to rule," said Dr Mahathir.

On PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor's call for Malaysia to seek
assi stance fromthe International Mnetary Fund, the prine mnister clained
that the party wanted to surrender the country to | M.



"He (Fadzil) has no right to surrender our independence to others.

"He does not have ideas to overcone the attacks on our currency, but we
(government) managed to come out with our own approach to fight I M- and al
efforts to recolonise us...we did not get anything fromPAS in terns of
i deas or anything el se.

PAS, clainmed Dr Mahathir, was willing to accept attacks fromforeigners
and was even prepared to cooperate with themas the foreign nmedia was
supporting it and ot her opposition parties.

The prime minister also said that when PAS "had finished selling
Putrajaya, they will want to sell the country too".

He was referring to newsreports that Fadzil planned to auction off
Putrajaya to rai se noney for scholarships if the party cane to power.

Fadzi| had, however, clarified that he had only tal ked about auctioni ng
off the prinme mnister's new official residence in Putrajaya and not the
entire federal adnministrative capital
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