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Ni k Azi z- Mahat hi r
Nl K AZI Z AND HADI PLAN TO MEET PM

KOTA BAHARU, Dec 2 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat said he and the new Terengganu Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang
-- who both |l ead the PAS governnment in their respective states will discuss
soon on a date to neet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhat hir Mhanad.

"CGod willing, after this | will discuss with Ustaz Hadi to neet with
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir as we shoul d congratul ate each other (on the victory
in the general election on Monday)," he told reporters, here today.

Ni k Aziz, who is also head of PAS Council of U anma, was confident that
PAS' success in retaining power for three consecutive terns by beating
Bari san Nasional (BN) would not affect the federal governnment's assistance
and al |l ocation for Kel ant an.

"There's no reason why the present prine ninister wants to stop it. He
knows that Kelantan is a state in the federation and we need to work
closely and this is a denocratic practice because the people are given ful
opportunity to choose (the governnent)," he said.

Ni k Aziz also criticised the statenents by several Kel antan Umo
| eaders whom he described as "politicians with no class" as they were
prepared to scold the people for not choosi ng Umo i ncl udi ng proposing that
the federal government dissolved the Federal Devel opment Departnment (JPP)
-- the federal government agency which plays a role in devel opi ng Kel ant an.

However, he prai sed Kel antan Umo Li ai son head Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
whom he described as a mature politician when he accepted Umo's defeat in
the state gracefully.

Ni k Azi z al so hoped the federal government woul d channel the annua
allocation directly to the state governnent after this instead of through
the JPP al t hough he acknow edged the departnent had carried out its
responsibilities well in helping to inplenent devel opnent in Kel ant an.

Asked on the DAP's claimthat the party suffered a major setback in the
election due to its relationship with PAS, the Menteri Besar said there was
no basis for the claimbecause the relationship forged all this while was
on a voluntary basis and not out of force

"OQthers are not blaming PAS, Parti Keadilan Nasional (Keadilan) also is
not blam ng PAS, PRM (Parti Rakyat Ml aysia) is not blam ng PAS. It's not
right to blanme others when we | ose,” he said.

He agreed that PAS woul d be adversely affected if its relationship with
DAP was severed because he wanted the relationship to continue for nutua
benefits.

On the PAS manifesto in Kelantan, N k Aziz said he would inplenment them
to the best of his ability but normally it could not be done all at once.

"There are things that can be done sinultaneously, there are also
t hi ngs whi ch must be done through a process of tinme while sone cannot be
done at all. It's always the aspiration of any political party do so
(inplenment its manifesto) but in terns of sincerity ininplementing it, we
are al ways sincere," he said.

Ni k Azi z al so apol ogi sed to Umo | eaders and supporters who were
of fended by sone PAS supporters who were over-zealous in their action such
as jeering at Umo nenbers after the PAS victory in the general election.

"I have al ready advi sed PAS nenbers to be calm don't jeer and hold
grudges. This is the teaching of Islam" he said.

"I apologise if there are friends from Umo who are of fended by the
action of the young nmenbers in PAS," he added.
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