21/ 07/ 1999

Ni k Aziz draws fl ak over statement on beautiful wonen

ALOR STAR, Tues. - Pas spiritual |eader Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat's stand

di scouragi ng the recruitment of beautiful wonmen in Kel antan gover nment
departnments shows the kind of mentality the opposition party | eaders have,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d

"It shows they are not caring, all they can think about is
thensel ves...their own satisfaction, own confort, own interests.

"They don't think about wonen's interests, they don't think about women
finding thenselves pretty through no fault of their own. They are very
sel fi sh peopl e and sel fish peopl e cannot nmake good | eaders."

The Prime Mnister said with this kind of nentality, he was convi nced
Pas did not have suitabl e | eaders.

He said it was inmportant to have | eaders who care for everyone and not
the kind that are "fair to the ugly but unfair to the pretty. Their
thinking is that | nust be fair to the poor because it seens the poor wll
all go to heaven and unfair to the rich because they will all go to hell

"How does he (N k Aziz) know, you see this is the kind of nentality that
Pas | eaders have which convinces ne they are not suitable | eaders," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference at the Sultan Abdul Halim
airport in Kepala Batas at the end of his two day official visit to Kedah
He was asked to comment on newspaper reports quoting Nik Aziz, who is
al so Kel antan Menteri Besar, as saying he had "whispered" to his officers
who conducted interviews to enploy "less beautiful" wonen. He was replying
to a question from Datuk Mohd Rozali |sohak (BN-Dabong) at the State
Assenbly who wanted to know the State Governnent's policy on working

woren.

Dr Mahathir said it was unfair to penalise wonen just because God nade

them beautiful. "Wiy nust we discrimnate themfor sonething which is of
no fault of theirs."

"I'f we don't like to look at themthen don't...look down, naybe at their
feet," he said, adding sone people should do this if their mnds start

going haywire (tak tentu arah) just by | ooking at a beautiful face.

In Kuching, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi said
Ni k Aziz's statenment only reinforces the notion that Pas was "anti-wonmen".

He said Pas had conme up with all sorts of merapu (nonsense).

"How can they prevent wonmen fromdoing this and that or don't allow them
to go out and work?"

He added that the proper thing to do should be to give wonen proper
education so that wherever they go they will be safe and sound.

"Sinmply asking themto stay at hone and not go to work is really anti-
wanita. If wonen still want to support Pas (after knowi ng their true
colours), they are free to do so," he said.

Abdul I ah said this at a Press conference held at the Kuching
International Airport before flying off to Kuala Lunpur after a two-day
visit to the state.

In Putrajaya, Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli
declined to coment on Nik Aziz's statenent, saying: "that's his view"

"l have no comrent. For us, what is inportant is to have people who can
wor k. "

Meanwhi | e, wonen's groups are up in arns agai nst Nk Aziz's statenent.

Soci al activist and menber of Sisters In |Islam Zai nah Anwar said Pas has



to stop | ooking at wonen as nothing nore than sex objects.

"One's beauty or lack of it should not be used as a basis for hiring or
firing. This is discrimnatory practice that has no place in a nodern
denocratic society. Men who cannot control their desire at the sight of
beauti ful wonen shoul d, as conmanded by Allah, |lower their gaze. If they
still cannot do this, then it is they and not wonen, who should be
shrouded and pl aced behind four walls."

"Why shoul d wonen be hel d responsi ble and denied the right to public
life and public space for the sins that might be conmtted by men, who are
not able or have no desire to control their lust."

Pertiwi Wnen Service Centre Supervisor Mariam Abdul said as a | earned
and a religious man, N k Aziz shoul d not be encouragi ng sonmething which is
di scrimnatory. "Wy the obsession with wonen? Wiy the nit-picking?”

"Beautiful or not shouldn't be an issue in hiring people. Wat is
inmportant is their capabilities, character and attitude."

Al'l Wnen's Action Society (Awam spokesperson Zaitun Mhaned Kasi m said
statements of such nature, even said in jest, belittled wonmren and were
conpl etel y unnecessary.
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