09 NOV 1999
BN-Ni k Azi z
NI K AZI Z''S STATEMENT ON NON- MUSLI M PM DI SAPPO NTS FOLLOWERS

KOTA BAHARU, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- The Kel antan Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
bel i eve many PAS supporters particularly in this state were disappointed
with the statenent by Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat that PAS
woul d accept a non-Muslimincluding fromthe DAP as the Prime Mnister.

State BN secretary Datuk Mhanmed Ariffin Abdul Ham d said | oyal PAS
supporters and the Malays felt slighted by the statement as it cane froma
respected religious |eader in the country.

Nik Aziz is the party's spiritual adviser.

"I think the statenent has backfired and PAS had to conme up with
various statenents purportedly to explain what Nik Aziz had actual ly
nmeant," he told reporters after a get-together with policenen at the
Pengkal an Chepa police station here | ast night.

Ni k Aziz said on Friday that PAS woul d accept a non-Mislim including
soneone fromthe DAP, to head the governnment if the so-called Aternative
Front fornmed the governnment after the general election.

Ariffin said the BN woul d explain the issue to the Kel antan peopl e
particularly to kanmpung fol ks on PAS readiness to pawn the integrity of
the Mal ays merely to win the el ection.

He said a PAS activist, who recently quit the party, would give a
ceramah al ong with Kel antan Umo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah on Thur sday
ni ght in the Chenpaka state constituency represented by N k Azi z.

"I"'mconfident nore PAS | eaders and nenbers will |eave the party soon,"
he sai d.

Ariffin also said Umo's anti-defamati on operati on was progressing
snoothly in Kelantan, the only state in Ml aysia under opposition rule.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
| aunched the operation in Kuala Lunpur on Friday ained at countering
mal i cious |ies perpetuated by the Cpposition.

The nati on-w de canpai gn woul d al so address the Opposition's attenpts
to sow hatred, prejudice, sedition, cursing and use of vul gar words.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan MCA deputy chief Leong Su Siang, in taking a sw pe
at Nk Aziz for naking the statenent, said PAS had conpromi sed on its
dignity to win votes and attenpted to split the Chinese community in the
state.

He said the Chinese in Kelantan woul d not be easily taken in by PAS
tactics.

He urged the people in Kelantan to reject the party after its al nost
10-year administration of the state.

Leong, the assenblynan for Kota Lama, is the sole MCA representative
and the only non-Muslim in the 43-seat |egislature.
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