22 MAR 1999
Mahat hir-N TC
Nl TC SETS UP FI VE WORKI NG GROUPS

CYBERJAYA, March 22 (Bernama) -- The National |nformation Technol ogy
Council (NITC) has today established five working groups to | ook into
thrust areas in information technol ogy.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad sai d the working groups
were "E-Community", "E-Public Services", "E-Learning", "E-Econony" dan
"E-Security and Sovereignty".

"The NI TC neeting today di scussed six papers on electronic information
and the formation of several working groups,"” he told reporters after
chairing the NI TC neeting here today.

He sai d various proposals concerning electronic informtion system and
its effects on the country were al so di scussed.

The E-Comunity working group i s chaired by Energy, Conmunications and
Mul timedia M nister Datuk Leo Moggie, E-Public Services by Chief Secretary
to the Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, E-Learning by Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, E-Econony by International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and E-Security and Sovereignty by
Institute of Strategic and International Studies chairman Tan Sri Dr
Noor di n Sopi ee.

A press rel ease issued after the neeting said E-Comunity woul d serve
to facilitate communities of interest and conviction to inprove the quality
of life and conmunities that are geographically dispersed yet whose nenbers
interact electronically.

E-Public Services would facilitate the delivery of public services to
citizens and busi nesses nore efficiently and effectively via electronic
neans.

E- Learni ng woul d serve to increase the capability of organi sations and
i ndividuals to acquire and devel op know edge, skills and val ues via
el ectronic interaction.

E- Econony is to facilitate and encourage e-conmerce and e-busi ness
activities which support the devel opnent of a know edge econony while
E- Security and Sovereignty serves to enhance the identity and integrity of
the nation in an increasingly borderl ess worl d.

The rel ease said the NITC had forned a Strategic Thrust |nplenentation
Conmittee chaired by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi , who has al so been appointed the deputy chairman of the NI TC

It said the Conmittee, which had brought together |eading strategic
thi nkers and organi sations to drive IT devel opnent in Ml aysia, would map
out a plan to pronmote IT literacy, fluency and utilisation at all |evels.

"The enphasis is on encouraging creativity, innovation and
entrepreneurship to enable Mal aysians to claimthe full benefits of
i nterconnectivity in business, education, comunity devel opnment and public
services delivery," the statenent added.
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