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NITCwill take the lead in “netpreneurs' devel opnent

THE Nati onal |nformation Technol ogy Council (NITC) will pave the way to
create and devel op nore "netpreneurs” as part of a knowl edge econony
driven by IT and the digital econony concept.
NI TC secretary Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari ffadeen defi ned
"net preneurs” as a concept where the entrepreneurs devel op and expand
busi ness opportunities and network through full use of IT applications.
They al so make use of the inportant resources available in the Wb and
i nteract anmong thensel ves nmainly via the Internet.
Inline with this, he said, NITC will be | aunching the "National Census
of Netpreneurs", a project of the Market Intelligence Centre to identify
and register all potential producers of ideas and solutions into a central
dat abase.
"At present we have not actually started with the "netpreneurs"
programre but the council expects it to come into play in the next six
months or within a year.
"Originally NITC has planned to comence with the progranme earlier,
however, due to the current econom c downturn, there was a slight delay in
its inplementation," he said in Seri Kenbangan yest erday.
The database will also serve to link the potential |ocal "netpreneurs”
wi th other "netpreneurs” worl dw de, he said, adding that sone of the
information within the database will be made public while others which
i nvol ve business strategy data will be maintained as confidential.
He added that the effort to pronote the formation of "netpreneurs”
community is crucial as it will also be one of the significant catal ysts
for generating the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) in the new know edge
econoni c era.
Mohd Azzman was speaking to reporters after officiating at the | aunch of
the Multimedia Asia 1999 (MVA '99), the official conference and exhibition
ai med at pronoting the MSC
The MVA ' 99 conference and workshop will be held from Septenber 22 to
23, and its exhibition will take place from Septenber 23 to 26, both at
the Mal aysi a International Exhibition and Show oom
Thened "Re-aligning for A New Econony”, the MVA ' 99 conference and
wor kshop is to position the MSC as an inportant hub in the emerging
know edge econony. O her special highlights include the discussion of key
i ssues and chal | enges faced by MSC- status conpanies and the progress in
the i nmpl enentation of the MSC fl agship applications.
The target participants of this event includes heads of public-listed
conpani es and mul ti-national corporations, top governnent officials,
technopreneurs, venture capitalists, econom sts and anal ysts.
At the sane time, MMA '99 will incorporate Virtual Conmonwealth II, a
wor | d cl ass di al ogue using state-of-the-art tel e-conferencing technol ogy
on Septenber 21 1999.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamed will present his keynote
address during Virtual Conmonwealth I1.
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