24 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
NO COUNTRY d VES FREEDOM TO OPPGCSI TI ON PARTI ES LI KE M SI A

JOHOR BAHARU, Nov 24 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
no country in the world gives freedomto the opposition as is being done in
this country.

"They (the opposition) lie all the time...we can take court action
agai nst them but we don't do anything to them although they have lied,"
said the Prime M nister.

W give freedomto the opposition in this country, he said in his
speech at a gathering of the | eader with the peopl e at Sekol ah Rendah Jenis
Kebangsaan Cina Pu Sze, Skudai here today.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition would try over the next two or three
days to spread nore lies to scare the people so that they would not support
the Bari san Nasional (BN) in the general election on Nov 29.

"I amtold that they will distribute the wong version of the 'Surah
Yassin' and they will say it is the work of Umo so that the people wll
hate Umo, " he said

The Prime M nister said they would come up with many ot her ways to
instil hatred anpbng the peopl e agai nst Umo and BN

"They will do this...believe ne that over the next four or five days
before we cast the ballot, they will produce various materials to scare the
peopl e particularly the Ml ays," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he did not believe the people of Johor would be duped
by these tacti cs.

"But unfortunately, there are people in sone states who are so
fanatical about PAS and obsessed with PAS | eaders and believe whatever lie
told by the PAS | eaders.

"We do not believe, unfortunately their followers will believe. That's
how fanatical the PAS followers are. They |lie today and we can obtain proof
that whatever they say are lies but tonorrowthey will |ie again," he said.

The Prime M nister cited an exanple that they spread lies that he could
not performthe Haj recently as though he was sick and | ater had passed
away at mi dni ght.

"When people knew | did not die then they lied again, (they) don't stop
lying. What party (is this), party that lies,"” said Dr Mahathir, which was
greeted by shouts of "correct” fromthe crowd of about 5,000 people who
wer e present.

That's why, he said, it was very easy for PAS to befriend ot her expert
liars.
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