27 SEP 1999
Assenbl y- Si ngapore (Johor)
NO DI RECT TALKS YET WTH S' PORE ON SECOND BRI DGE

JOHOR BAHARU, Sept 27 (Bernamm) -- Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdu
Ghani O hman said today that direct discussions with the Singapore
governnent on the proposed second bridge to replace the Johor Causeway have
not begun yet.

Di scussions with Singapore would only be held after all needs and a
detail ed study on technical matters between the governnment and the
devel oper were conpletely inplenmented, he told the Johor State Assenbly.

As such, the proposed construction of the bridge was still at the |evel
of discussions with the relevant authorities, he said when replying to a
guestion from Mohanmad Kasbi (BN Tanjung Puteri).

Abdul Ghani said the matters under di scussion included the distribution
of devel opment accordi ng to phases, approval of land reclanmation activities
for the Customs, Immgration and Quarantine (ClQ Conplex and the el enent
of land replacenment invol ving governnent | and.

He sai d various opinions had been considered with regard to the concept
of devel opnent, including fromthe Defence Mnistry on matters relating to
security.

Apart fromthis, advice was al so obtained fromthe Wrks Mnistry on
the layout and design of the Cl Q Conpl ex, railway tracks, roads and
multi-tier interchange, and the reaction of the community on the tol
i ssue.

He said the Economic Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Depart nent
had outlined several nmatters, and the projects proposed should be able to
operate i ndependently and shoul d not be dependent on gover nnent
contributions.

The toll rate to be inmposed should be at the m ninumlevel and should
not burden the people, he said.

According to nedia reports, the federal government has gi ven approval
to a consortiumcall ed Gerbang Perdana Sdn Bhd to undertake the
construction of the second bridge.

The consortiumconpri ses Transwat er Corp Bhd- owned Deti k Nagasari Sdn
Bhd and Di versified Resources Bhd with a 20 percent stake each, and the
| BEX Corp Amal gamat ed Sdn Bhd- owned Merong Mahawangsa Sdn Bhd whi ch has 60
percent interests.

The proposal to replace the Johor Causeway with a bridge was announced
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad when he visited Johor in
July 1996.

The proposed 1.5kmbridge will allow ships and boats to nove freely in
the Johor Straits as construction of the 1.2km Causeway in 1923 has cut off
traffic between its east and west.
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