10 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah (Al'l ocati on)
NO EXTRA ALLOCATI ON TO OPPCSI TI ON GOVT

KOTA KI NABALU, March 10 (Bernama) -- The Federal governnment will only
provi de bigger allocations to a state if it is governed by a Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) government, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d tonight.

The Federal government could not be generous to an opposition state
governnent and it would only provide allocations according to what had been
det erm ned under the Constitution, he said.

"Datuk Harris Salleh (the acting Bersekutu president) said it is not
right nor fair for the Federal governnent not to support a Sabah gover nnent
that is fromthe opposition

"That is his view... we will provide support to any governnent in Sabah
up to the limt determined by the law. W will do what is required of us
under the law. W do not have to go beyond what the | aw says," he said.

Speaki ng at a di nner hosted by the Penanpang Chi nese Chanber of
Conmrer ce and I ndustry here, Dr Mahathir said the Federal governnent could
only support a state governnent which worked cl osely with the Federa
governnent "and that state governnent nust be fromthe BN'.

"W are not being unfair... we are nore fair than them (the opposition)
but we cannot be generous to them W can be generous to a BN governnent in
Sabah and that | can promise,” Dr Mahathir said.

He sai d Sabah needed bi gger fund all ocati ons because the Federa
governnent had to rebuild Sabah after a period under the opposition.

"The previous governments including Parti Bersatu Sabah and Berj aya. .

t hey have chopped down all the wealth of Sabah. PBS, in particular, cut
down nore trees than you can think of. So there is no nore wealth in
Sabah, " he said.

Urging the people to support the BN, the Prinme M nister said both PBS
and Bersekutu were not capabl e of devel opi ng Sabah

"W know the PBS is not capabl e of running Sabah. It just wants to be
in the position because their |eaders want to enjoy power and get certain
benefits. The same goes for Harris, who forned his party when there is an
el ection, not because he wants to serve," he said.

Dr Mahat hir spoke on the need for the people to give their full backing
to the governnment to enable it to inplenment various recovery neasures to
overcome the econom ¢ downturn facing the nation.

Citing the recent success in stabilising the ringgit and in | owering
i nterest rates which are conducive for business in the country, he said the
governnent was able to do so as it has got the full support of the people.

"So you see, when you support the governnent, you strengthen the
governnent and because it is strong, it can do things that is good for the
peopl e," he said.

He al so expressed confidence that the Chinese community woul d give
their full support to the BN in this weekend' s Sabah state el ection as they
could not afford to be ruled by the opposition

"Tan Sri Bernard Donpok says he was in the opposition governnent before
but he realised that the opposition could not devel op Sabah as it coul d not
get help fromthe Federal governnent.

"So he left PBSto join BN and now he is the Chief Mnister and able to
do things not only for his comunity but also for others," he said.

Donpok had earlier in his speech related his experience when assumni ng
various portfolios under the then PBS governnent.



He told his audience of his difficulties in getting things done no
matter how nobl e the intention nmight be.

Dr Mahathir also urged the people to support Donpok, who is the BN
candi date for the Moyog state constituency, as he had shown in the BN t hat
he is a | eader who can be trusted.

"If the BN has no trust in Donpok, we would have held the state
el ection when he is not yet the Chief Mnister. That is how much we trusted
thi s Kadazandusun | eader in the person of Tan Sri Bernard Donpok.

"W need him.. so | hope the Chinese will give himthe support as a
| eader of the BN, a | eader for all conmunities,” he added.

- - BERNAMA

JS THG



	NO EXTRA ALLOCATION TO OPPOSITION GOVT (Bernama 10/03/1999)

