20/ 02/ 1999
"No Federal interference in Sabah Gover nnent'

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Rashi d Yusof

KENI NGAU, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad assured the
peopl e of Sabah that the Federal Governnment will not interfere in the
formati on of the next State Governnent.

Refuting the opposition's allegations of Federal intervention, Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so Barisan Nasional chairman, said the State Governnent
had al ways and woul d continue to be nmanaged by Sabah's | eaders.

Addr essi ng a neet -t he-peopl e gathering today, the Prine Mnister said
this was in line with the denopcratic practi ce.

"The State Governnment conpri ses BN component parties,
Federal Government will always cone to give assistance."”

However, Dr Mahathir said it would be difficult for the Federal
Governnent to assist the State Governnent if it was "confrontational"

The Federal CGovernnment would do its best to hel p make Sabah, being a
resource-rich state, the richest in the country, he said.

"But first the people nmust elect a State Governnent that enjoys a
cordial working relationship with the Federal Governnent."

The Prinme M nister highlighted the need for hard work in devel opi ng
Sababh.

Citing an exanple, he said there mght be gold deposits in Manut (Ranau)
and efforts nust be made to prospect for it.

"Otherwi se, there would not be any benefits."

Dr Mahathir said despite being hit by the econom c sl owdown, the various
measur es taken by the Government had allowed the country to recover.

Noti ng that Sabah's econony grew | ast year at 2.8 per cent, higher than
the country's overall econom c growmh, he said the State should maintain
if not inprove, its performance this year.

Later, when addressing the acadenic staff and students of Universiti
Mal aysi a Sabah, the Prine Mnister spelt out two key criteria to put
Mal aysia on the right track to achieve Vision 2020.

The criteria are: devote tine and energy to acquire know edge and
identify correct values to be incorporated into the people's culture.

"This is particularly true for university students."

The university in Likas, overlooking the South China Sea, is now
partially conpleted. It was an el ection pronise by the Prime Mnister who
told voters in Beaufort on Jan 31, 1994, that Sabah would get a university
if the BN was voted to power.

The Prime M nister advised students not to waste the facilities and
assi stance, saying that people who wasted and did not val ue things would
not succeed.

"As evident by experience of others around the world," he said,
"ethnicity would not determ ne whet her one woul d succeed. "

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports that Dr Mahathir tonight held a nmeeting with
Sabah Umo | eaders in Tanjung Aru.

Present at the hour-1ong cl osed-door neeting were Sabah Umo |iai son
chi ef Datuk Gsu Sukam who is al so Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister, as well as
Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who is al so Education
M ni ster, and Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

( END)
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