29/ 11/ 1999

No fundi ng, says Canada

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Canada reiterated that it had not provi ded any
funding to the opposition front, Acting H gh Conm sioner G ch Von
Fi nkenst ei n sai d today.

"It is not the normto interfere in any national election and it was on
our own initiative toclarify this to Wsma Putra,"” he added.

He said this to reporters after participating in the Terry Fox Run at
Taman Tasi k Perdana. He was responding to an allegation by the Governnent
that foreign enbassies were funding the Qpposition in a bid to topple
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Earlier this week, Umo Youth international affairs bureau chairman Azi m
Mohd Zabi di was quoted in an Utusan Mel ayu report, that he had proof of
foreign mssions supporting the various Opposition parties. The Ameri can,
British, Canadi an and Australian m ssions were all eged to have provided
both financial and noral support to these parties.

Von Fi ckenstein however said: "It is part of a diplomat's job to attend
political nmeetings of all colours as we do in any country. After all, a
di pl omat needs to be well-inforned and to talk to all nenbers of society,"”
he sai d.

He added that in conparison Ml aysi an di pl onats were perfectly free to
talk to anybody in Canada for the entire duration of the country's
el ecti on.
( END)
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