21/ 06/ 1999

"No ill-feelings towards DPM

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d yesterday he did not harbour ill-
feelings towards Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi al t hough the latter,
together with a splinter group, had once nounted a chal |l enge agai nst the
party | eader shi p.

The Prime Mnister said he did not hesitate to appoi nt Abdull ah as his
deputy as he had renmi ned | oyal to Umo.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, was referring to the 1987 party
el ection, where the then vice-president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah chal | enged
himfor the presidency.

Abdul | ah was then aligned to Tengku Razal ei gh' s group.

The bitter challenge was followed by a |l egal battle in 1987 resulting in

Umo being declared illegal a year |ater.

Dr Mahathir said: "What is inportant is loyalty to the party, not
loyalty to ne. | amnot asking nenbers to be loyal to nme, but they have to
remain loyal to the party to ensure its continued survival," he said at a

| uncheon organi sed by Umo Kel antan on the sidelines of the Umo genera
assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre which ended yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said Pas was able to west control of Kelantan because the
State Umo was weak, and not that Pas was strong.

"If we remedy this weakness, Umo can win in Kelantan," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added Unmo nmenbers nust pool their resources and strengthen
unity to ensure victory in the general el ection.

Dr Mahathir said with nenbers of the defunct Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46
j oi ning Umo, Umo had becone stronger in Kelantan. "W nust put aside our
differences. W should not harbour ill-feelings towards former Semangat 46
menbers who had (joined or) rejoi ned Umo. "
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