17 MAR 1999
Cyber - Cur bs
NO MORE CYBER CURBS, JUST NORMAL BUSI NESS PROCEDURES

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Cyber cafes are free fromany form
of censorship but nmust observe the normal business registration
requi rements, Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh
sai d today.

The Cabi net discussed this matter at its neeting | ast week and deci ded
to renmove any formof curbs that was previously inposed on cyber cafes, he
told reporters at the mnistry.

He said this neant that the proposal to register patrons of cyber cafes
had been shot down.

However, he said cyber cafe operators must fulfil the normal business
regul ati ons i nposed on restaurant owners, including |icensing requirenents
of the local authorities.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has directed the
authorities to lift all curbs anpbunting to censorship of the Internet so as
to fulfil the pledges made in the Bill of Quarantees.

Cyber cafes are not entertai nment outlets but information technol ogy
centres and any attenpt at censorship would attract negative reactions from
i nvestors, particularly those in the Miltinedia Super Corridor (MsSC), he
sai d.

"The governnent is aware that although information technol ogy and
Internet usage come with a high risk it cannot be controlled, and should be
accepted according to international practice," he said.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council (MYC) said Internet censorship was not the
way to check social problens at cyber cafes.

In a statenent, it welconed the governnment's nove to renbve any curbs
on Internet usage that woul d anount to censorship.

Gerakan al so wel comed Dr Mahathir's directive, saying it will go a long
way in silencing critics who have been eternally conpl ai ni ng about
governnent censorship and simlar restrictions.
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