23/ 11/ 1999
No pie in the sky in BN mani festo, just a record of its successes

Nur ai na Samad
THE Bari san Nasi onal does not nake promises it cannot keep. That is why it
is not prom sing the people the sky, the unattainable.

When t he BN goes down to the people, it is confident the people wll
make it the party of their choice to formthe next CGovernnent.

It knows therefore that it is bound by every word and every pl edge
enbodied in its manifesto.

"W don't speak with forked tongue-lah. W are not vague. W are clear
on what we can give. W nake prom ses that we know we can fulfil. W are
not telling the people that we can give themeverything they want, just
what we are able to.

"One thing is for certain. W are not lying to themor to ourselves,"
said a veteran BN canpai gner, echoing the sentinments of BN | eaders about
what the coalition is pledging to do for the people and country.

On Sunday night, Prine Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad unveil ed the BN nmani festo, "Ml aysia - Free, United, Successful"

i n Kual a Lunpur.

The three sinple words that are part of the manifesto's title, Dr
Mahat hir sai d, enconpass all there is to know about what the BN has done
in the past and what it will continue to do if the people give it their
vot e of confidence again

| f supporters of the Alternative Front had expected the BNto attenpt to
outmatch its mani festo which it [aunched rmuch earlier, they were dead
Wr ong.

"The manifesto is just a list of BN s successes. Nothing exciting or
dramatic. If that's what they expected ... then it can probably be
descri bed as a whinper," said an Umo nenber.

But then, the BNis not inclined to the theatrical. Just plain hard
facts. Dr Mahathir has alluded that it is not the BN s style to nmake
prom ses during an election nerely to fish for votes.

He said the BN was unlike the Opposition which realised that it could
not formthe Government and therefore was ready to nmake fantastic prom ses
that were usually very vague and open to m sinterpretation

I ntroduci ng the BN manifesto on Sunday night, the Prinme M nister
expl ai ned why the | anguage used in it was sinple.

"This is so that the people will understand and not msinterpret us. W
will also be bound by our prom ses,"” he said.

When prom ses can be msinterpreted and therefore m sunderstood, one can
very easily get out of keeping them he said.

Dr Mahathir said the BN mani festo uses words that are short and to the
poi nt.

"This will help people understand what the BN will do (for them," he
sai d.

That is why, Dr Mahathir said, the Opposition could nmake all kinds of
proni ses because it knows it does not have to keep them

And just in case it wins, he added, it knew that it did not have to keep
t hem because the proni ses nade were so vague.

The BN mani festo is 20 pages cover to cover and full of pictures. It is
hol der and reader-friendly in Iight senm -gl ossy paper that makes for easy
r eadi ng.

Well, correction. You really don't have to read it. Just a glinpse
through it tells you clearly and succinctly what the BN has done and will



do for you.

The pictures tell stories of BN s successes since independence includi ng
the country's fight agai nst communi st terrorists decades ago and its war
agai nst rogue currency traders.

It explains how and why the country and its people have been free from
all forms of colonialism howthey are united and what its successes are.

The BN prom ses continued freedom unity and success if the people once
again vote it into power on Nov 29.

A BN veteran said that the coalition mght be inpressing voters with how
attainable its prom ses are as they are worded in sinple | anguage.

"But the truth is, the BN has made al nost inpossible dreans cone true.
Make no m stake about that."

The record, as has been oft-said, speaks for itself.

Dr Mahathir, who | aunched the nmanifesto in the presence of BN conponent
party | eaders, candi dates and supporters, stressed the value of being a
free nation and a free people.

He warned of the danger of new forns of recol onisation and the
i nportance of being a free nation to be strong to resist them

Wil e the BN nanifesto i s about Ml aysia's soci o-econom ¢ and politica
successes, that of the Alternative Front contains a pledge to address
injustices which it perceives to be plaguing the country.

The Front has detailed its plan to create a just society and it wll
obvi ously have to either nmake mmj or changes or abolish existing governnent
policies in order to do this.

Not hi ng of course is inpossible. But then he that promi ses too much
means not hi ng.

At the end of the day, the consideration is whether or not we want to
make t hings better for ourselves and our children, and whether or not we
want this peace, stability and econom c progress to continue.

Therefore, the question we have to ask ourselves is who can give us that
and nore?

( END)
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