29 SEP 1999
Sports-F1 (Tickets)
NO PLANS TO REDUCE TI CKET PRICE - SIC

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- The Sepang International G rcuit
(SIC) has no plans to |l ower the ticket price for next nmonth's Petronas
Mal aysi an Grand Prix despite being able to sell only half of the 92,000
tickets so far.

SI C general nmanager Hussin Mohd Ali said as of yesterday, only 49,000
tickets worth nore than RMBO m | lion were sol d.

Fromthis figure, 30,000 were grandstand tickets with the rest being
uncovered seats, he said.

"We have never thought of lowering the ticket price despite the slow
ticket sales," he told reporters after attendi ng a post-cabi net neeting
with Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin here today.

Hussin said any nove to |ower the ticket price at the last m nute would
be unfair to the fans who had earlier bought the tickets at origina
prices.

Hussin sai d based on studi es conducted by the SIC on races hel d abroad,
ticket sales would pick up during the last two weeks prior to the actua
event.

"Usually the ticket sales will increase by two or three fold on the
weekend before the race and the 49,000 tickets sold so far is normal in any
Formula One (FI) races," he said.

Mal aysia will create history when it hosts for the first tine a F
event, the Petronas Ml aysian Grand Prix, the second |last |eg of the
worl d's nost prestigi ous notorsports showase apart fromthe world
nmot orcycl e grand prix chanpionship at the SIC fromCct 15 to 17.

However ticket price ranging fromRML50 to RML, 400 was said to be too
steep for notorsports fans in the country to witness the F1 grand prix
event.

Meanwhi | e Muhyi ddin | aunched the | ogo for the National Mtor Sports
Week fromQOct 9 to 17, inconjunction with the Petronas Ml aysi an Grand
Prix.

The Motor Sports Week will be | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Oct 9.

Among the highlights of the week is a notorcar procession conprising
nmore than 400 anti que and vintage cars at the Merdeka Square.

Several notorsports and car shows will also be staged at Subang
Airport's Ternminal One, Putra Wirld Trade Centre, Buki Jalil Stadi umand
Sepang F1 circuit fromGCct 2 to 24.

Muhyi ddi n said the objective to hold the week was to create the
"nmotorsports" fever anpbng Mal aysians as well as boost ticket sales for the
Petronas Mal aysi an Grand Pri x.
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