06 JUN 1999
Abdul | ah- El ecti on
NO REASON TO CONSULT OPPGCSI TI ON ON APPO NTMENT COF SPR CH EF

KEPALA BATAS, Pul au Pinang, June 6 (Bernama) -- The Governnment does not
propose to consult opposition parties on namng a successor to Election
Conmi ssi on (SPR) Chai rman Datuk Harun who retires this nonth as el ections
in this country have al ways been free and fair and carried out snoothly.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said the
appoi ntment of an El ecti on Conm ssion Chai rnman had never been an issue and
this had never posed a problemin the history of general elections in
Mal aysi a.

He said if the Qpposition had any problemrelated to the general
el ection they should contact the El ection Conmi ssion for explanations and
SO on.

Abdul | ah said this when asked to coment on a news report which quoted
DAP Secretary-Ceneral LimKit Siang as asking Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad to consult the opposition before appointing a successor to
Har un.

Harun retires on June 21 after heading the comm ssion for nine years.

"The Qpposition will always conme up with all kinds of issues with the
approach of the General Election and we consider this as nornmal but as far
as the CGeneral Election is concerned it has al ways been conducted w t hout
any problem" he said after chairing a neeting of the Kepal a Batas Umo
Di vi si on here.
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