25 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - growt h
NO REVI SI ON FOR ONE PER CENT GDP GROWMH FORECAST, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Malaysia will not revise its one per cent growh forecast for
the year despite the strong second quarter growth at 4.1 per cent.

"No, we cannot do it because we do not know the third quarter and
fourth quarter GDP (gross donestic product) figures yet," he told reporters
after tal ks with I ndonesi an President B.J. Habibie here.

Asked to conmment on the strong second quarter performance, Dr Mahathir
said: "It is happiness for us."

He al so expressed hope that the positive growth in the econony would go
on.

The Mal aysi an econony shrank by 1.3 per cent in the first quarter of
the year.

The first half of the year saw a growh of 1.4 per cent conpared with a
contraction of 4.2 per cent in the sane period | ast year.

For the whol e of |ast year, the Ml aysi an econony shrank by 7.5 per
cent.

Habi bi e arrived earlier today for a one-day working visit, his second
trip here since assum ng the presidency.

H's first was in Novenber |ast year for the Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) forumneeti ng.

Habi bies's visit today was to reciprocate that by Dr Mahathir to
I ndonesi a's Batam | sl and | ast May.
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