18/ 11/ 1999

No to sovereignty harakiri

THE rel evance of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
exhortation to preserve the country's sovereignty is becom ng nore
apparent as the intricacies and subtleties of a neo-colonialist agenda
creep into the region.

Sonme countries are surrendering their econom c power to an institution
ruled by American interests and eventually, their sovereignty will be
abrogated by external intrusions - all for the m ghty dollar.

Devel opnents in the World Trade Organi zati on show a distressing tilt
towards a few devel oped nati ons.

At the rate they inpose their own rules on the gl obal market, we are
rem nded that the sovereignty of sone countries (like theirs) are not
meant to beconme as "diffused" or "borderless" as that of the devel opi ng
countri es.

Financial liberalisation in this age of Anerican capitalism- and
inmperialism- benefits its financial institutions nore than the countries
which it urged to open up

It is an inversion of denocracy when the thrust of economic policies in
some countries is directed towards serving the interests of outsiders, not
their people, since these governnments nust appease the fal se god of
i nvestor confidence.

Di sconcerting, too, is the nove by |Indonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahnan
Wahid to be guided by advisers fromthe Cinton adm nistration, to be
based in Jakarta, in resolving the political demands in Aceh province.

Allowing itself to be put under Anerican tutelage is, at best, the first
step towards national suicide. Whatever side of political spectrumone
stands in, all agree that the fate of the country lies in the people's
hands - not a super global cop who |launched 44 m ssile attacks on Iraq
wi thin 48 hours and deens retaliation against terrorismis a virtue.

Payi ng hormage to the US is a regressive nove which will betray
I ndonesi a's el ectorate and denocratic process. Fromdom nion to sovereign
republic, we have seen how the I ndonesi an people are given to bravery and
resilience - a point delivered in our secondary school's conpul sory
readi ng of Pranpedya's Keluarga Gerila - not fatalismor pathetic
subservience to the nen from Capitol Hill

As repositories of the people's denocratic trust, surely the Gus Dur-1|ed
government will not allowitself to be patronised by the Amrericans who are
nmore interested in safeguarding their oil wells in resource-rich Aceh than
the wel fare of the Acehnese.

It is no accident of history that the US enjoys the sol e superpower
status. It is no accident that it swiftly noves in to Indonesia when it
dithered so | ong during the Bal kan bl oodbat h.

The seemingly innocent offer of help by the US Governnment is in keeping
with its strategy, as advocated by Sanmuel Huntington in his days as part
of dinton's foreign policy advisory team to ensure that |slam does not
becone a unifying force in I ndonesia.

In adopting the relic practice of paying tribute to the US, Gus Dur
|l eaves it free for his rivals to ask whether he has internalised
denocratic change. Hi s action seens based on an opht hal nos perception
i nstead of real politik.

There is a lesson for Mal aysians. A failed state is when the |egitinmcy
of its elected governnent is not exercised or usurped by outsiders.



Li ke a tornado sucking up dust, a failed state generates its own
destructive energy until it destroys all senblance of civilised life.
( END)
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