04 DEC 1999
Ti ng- Ger akan
NO ULTERI OR MOTI VE | N ACEPTI NG GERAKAN PAI R - TI NG

GOPENG, Dec 4 (Bernama) -- The MCA, which has expressed willingness to
accept two Pul au Pi nang assenbl ymen who resigned from Gerakan, said today
it does not have any ulterior notive.

Its secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said the decision was in
line with the party's "open door' policy of accepting any Ml aysi an of
Chi nese origin.

"W didn't snatch anybody fromother parties...people who join us would
have | eft their previous parties," he told reporters after visiting the
Gopeng and Kopi san Baru markets here.

Dr Ting, who was relected as the MP for Gopeng, said that although
there were reports that the two assenbl ynen woul d be joi ning the MCA he had
not received any infornation on the nmatter.

The assenbl ynen -- Lim Chien Aun (Bayan Lepas) and Li m Boo Chang (Dat uk
Keramat) -- resigned from Gerakan on Thursday sayi ng they had | ost
confidence in the party's | eadership.

Dr Ting said that it would be the MCA central conmittee which would
deci de whether to accept the two assenbl ynen.

Asked who woul d be appoi nted the next chief ninister of Pulau Pinang,
he said that would be deternmined by Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi ona
chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

"MCA, in all matters including the appointnment of state executive
councillors and cabinet ninisters, participates in all discussions and
gives its views. W accept everything that is decided by Dr Mahathir," he
sai d.
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