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NOD FOR GENERAL ELECTI ONS BEFORE RAMADAN

ALOR SETAR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Menbers of the public here have given
the nod to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s decision to
di ssol ve the Parlianent tonmorrow to allow the general election to be held
before the fasting nonth of Ranmadan.

Trader Hussin Darus, 40, said the nove was nost appropriate as the holy
mont h of Ramadan shoul d not be marred by undesirable activities during
canpai gni ng.

"During the fasting nonth not only we are prohibited fromeating and
drinking but also fromthings |ike slandering and profanities," he told
Ber nana.

Dr Mahathir, in a press conference at the Prine Mnister's Departnent
in Putrajaya this evening, said his decision to dissolve the Parlianent
tomorrow was to avoi d canpai gning that can be sacril egious to the Mislim
fasting nonth.

He said he had at first thought of calling for the 10th genera
el ection in January next year after Hari Raya Puasa but was inspired | ast
ni ght to dissolve parlianment tonorrow so that the el ection could be held
before the fasting nonth scheduled to comrence on Dec 9.

Dr Mahathir said if the general election was to be held after Hari Raya
Puasa, this meant Ramadan coul d be marred by undesirable activities like
sl andering, spreading of lies and hurling of abuses, which were very
di srespectful of the holy nonth.

Cvil servant Roslan Majid, 37, said the Prime Mnister's decision
showed t hat he respected Muslins and the fasting nonth.

"This is the true | eader whomwe want...know how to respect the holy
month, not |ike others who claimto be speaking for Islambut at the sane
time were hurling profanities,” he said.

For taxi driver Baharuddin Omar, 52, he said he was not surprise with
tomorrow s Parlianment dissolution and was al so proud that the Prine
M ni ster was respecting the fasting nonth.

"I think it is appropriate to hold election before the fasting
mont h. . . anyhow preparati ons has | ong been nmade," he said.
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