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NON- MALAYS EMERGE AS KI NG MAKERS | N GENERAL ELECTI ON

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- The outcone of the 1999 genera
el ection showed that the Barisan Nasional (BN) which secured a | andslide
victory gai ning new "l egitimacy" anongst non- Mal ays, particularly the
Chi nese.

This "theory", though yet to be verified until after the respective
political parties have carried out their post-nortemon the polls, has been
accepted by the ruling BN coalition and the Barisan Alternatif, an
opposi tion pact conprising PAS, DAP, Keadilan and PRM

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said early today that the
Chi nese voters backed BN candi dat es because the appreciated the steps taken
by the governnent to overcone the financial and econonmic crisis.

PRM presi dent Datuk Syed Hussin Ali said while BN has gai ned new
| egi ti macy anmongst non- Mal ays, it has al so | ost sone grounds anong t he
Mal ays.

"The fact is that the Barisan Nasional, specifically Umo, has clearly
|l ost legitimcy anong a najority of Malays while apparently gai ning new
| egi ti macy anongst non- Ml ays," he said.

Syed Hussin whose party was defeated in yesterday's polls, said despite
its losses, PRMwas heartened by the newfound cooperation between the
various races in the country which previously was limted to elites.

The BN won 148 of the 193 Parlianent seats contested.

BN s Shah Alams new y-el ected MP Dat uk Mohamed Zin Mohanmad, too
admitted that he won the seat with the help of the non-Mlay voters.

He said the Indians and Chi nese who voted for BN realised the good that
the coalition has done for the counrry.

Most anal ysts believed that the non-Ml ays supported the BN because
there was no credi bl e opposition while the DAP |lost its support of the
Chi nese due to its cooperation wi th PAS.

"The majority of the Chinesa as well as the Indians, the |oyalist of
BN, have voted for the BN and not Umo, MCA or MCthis tine," said
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a political science | ecturer Prof Dr
P. Ramasany.

Anal ysts said the "big surprise” was the voting trend anong non- Mal ays
in Chinese mgjority-Pul au Pi nang.

They said while the majority of the urban Chi nese have traditionally
backed the DAP, this tine, they chose to dunp the DAP, including its
secretary-general LimKit Siang and deputy chairman Karpal Singh.

A Universiti Ml aya | ecturer who declined to be naned, said the strong
support by the non-Malays to the BN has increased their "bargai ning power"
in the government.

Anot her clear indicator is the Sabah-Sarawak factor. The two non- Mal ay
majority states contributed 45 of the 48 parlianentary seats to the BN
thus ensuring its two-thirds majority.

Anal ysts believed that the vote split in the Malay comunity between
Umo and Pas led to the defeat of many Umo candi dat es.

Acknowl edgi ng this was Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
who said that the voting trend of Ml ays who favoured the opposition was a
signal to Umo to work harder to ensure the success of the party and the BN
in future.

Naji b should know this nore than others because he was al nost a
casualty in the election, winning his parlianentary seat with a majority



drastically cut to only 241 votes from over 10,000 previously in the
predom nantly Mal ay constituency.
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