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Non- Muslins' contributions to stability

Farush Khan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The understandi ng, tol erance and co-operati on shown

by non-Muslins in efforts taken to hel p i nprove the econony of Mislins and
Bum puteras has hel ped to contribute to the country's political stability,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d

When t he Governnent announced that it wanted to restructure society by
hel pi ng Bum puteras, nost of whomare Mislins, to i nprove their economc
lot to be on par with non-Mislins, the latter supported it and worked
together to help achieve this, Dr Mahathir said.

He was speaking at a dialogue with participants and observers of the
i nternational seminar on The Role of Islamic Cvilisation in Fostering
I nter-Religious Understanding at the Institute of Islanc Understanding,
Mal aysia (1kin) here.

Dr Mahathir was replying to Pas vice-president Mustafa Ali, who wanted
to know t he outstandi ng contributions of non-Mislins in the devel opnent of
Musl i s in Mal aysi a.

The Prime Mnister said: "If they are intolerant, they can very well do
a lot of damage to our plans to bring up the Muslins. If we fail to
i mprove the econony of the Muslins, the Muslins will feel bitter against
the non-Miuslins. There will be tension and the country will not be able to
devel op and prosper.

"But the non-Muslins, realising that it is better for Mislins to have
their share of wealth, have not opposed attenpts to bring up the Muslins.
That is their contribution towards the stability of this country."”

Dr Mahathir said if non-Muslins preferred to rise in rebellion and
support terrorists in the jungle, "we would have our hands full in trying
to defend ourselves.”

"The country would be |ike Kosovo and Lebanon,” he said.

In fact, there would not be any denocratic el ection as the country woul d
be in a state of war, he said.

Dr Mahathir said it would be wong to suggest that non-Mislins had not
contributed to the country's well-being, though he noted that certain
people tried very hard to create dissent.

"These peopl e say that Muslinms who work with non-Mislins are
infidels...but nowthat is no | onger nmentioned because they realise they
too have to work with non-Mislins,"” he said.

To anot her question by Mustafa on whether the Prinme Mnister's statenent
in his keynote address on Miuslimstudents being isolated fromnon-Mislim
students in the universities was a "new finding", the Prime Mnister said
the isolation was the work of politically-inclined people, including
| ecturers.

"Their idea is to influence students so that when they | eave the
universities, they will dislike the Governnent we have now. "

Sone students who finished their studi es abroad worked with Governnment
establ i shnments and propagated i sol ati on anong students to serve the
i nterest of some politicians, he said.

"W cannot expect the Mnistry (of Education) to counter everything that
i s being done under our eyes, so you have to put up with it. O course, if
we act, it will be reported in the foreign Press that this Governnment is
oppressive. That will contribute towards the success of certain politica
parties.”

On the quality of ulama, Dr Mahathir said he respected the "real ulamm,"



the one who is interested in the religion as propagated in the Quran and
hadi t h (sayi ngs of Prophet Miuhamrad).

For someone to becone a "pewaris nabi" (successor to the Prophet), he
must have certain qualities which qualified himto be an ul ana.

"Here in Mal aysia, anybody who graduated fromthe university with
Islami c studies and join an association, is imediately called an ul ama.
can't accept such peopl e as ul ana.

"I accept |Imam Shafie and | mam Ghazali (famed Miuslimschol ars) as ul ana.
In this day, it is difficult to identify an ulanma and yet we have
everybody cal ling thensel ves ul ama. "

"They make interpretations not according to Islambut to fit their
political agenda. So we have a lot of msinterpretations. | believe the
ul ama are successors of the Prophet but they are not free fromsins and
are not perfect. They will make nistakes too even though they nay be very
| earned. "

(END)
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