12 OCT 1999
Li m Aspirati ons
17- PO NT MEMO BY CHI NESE GROUPS NOT ELECTI ON DEMAND LI ST, SAYS KENG YAI K

KLANG Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- CGerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng
Yai k said the 17-point menorandum whi ch 11 Chi nese groups subnmitted to the
government recently is not an el ection demand as the nedia has made it out
to be.

"It isin fact alist of aspirations and appeals with no tine frame set
for themto be realised or inplenented,” said Lim who is also Prinmary
I ndustries M nister

According to him the list was inproperly presented causing the Ml ays
to m sconceive it as constituting Chinese demands with a general el ection
i mm nent .

Limtold reporters this when approached on the matter after the opening
of the 53rd annual general neeting of the Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of
Commerce and I ndustry, Malaysia (ACCCIM by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here today.

Limwas reacting to news reports suggesting that the 17-point
menor andum by the Chi nese associ ati ons were denmands that the Barisan
Nasi onal should nmeet in return for their support for the governing
coalition.

Li m said Cabi net nmenbers from BN conponent parties had net and obtai ned
f eedback the associations concerned relating to the issue and all the
Chi nese groups agreed that their nenorandumwas not a list of election
denands.

During the nmeeting, the mnisters enphasised that the 17-point
menor andum shoul d not be a cause for splitting the Chi nese associ ations
al t hough not all of themagreed to the listing down of the appeals.

Li m acknow edged that some of appeals on the list are not acceptable in
a multi-racial nation although the opposition would readily accept all of
themfor political mleage and with the know edge that they would not get
the mandate to run the country.
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