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O menories that are not rose-tinted

Mazl an Nor di n

NOT everything in the journalist's fornmula of the 5W - what, when, where,
who, why - is in the news report which appears in the newspaper the next
day. M ssing, for exanple, is why a | eader said or did sonething.

In matters political the explanation m ght cone |ater, especially if the
journalist hinmself is involved. Wen he wites his nmenoir, that is.

One such is Cerita saya - sebuah nmenoir politik by Said Zahari, once
editor of the Uusan Mel ayu for several years, and consi dered | eader of
the editorial staff and workers' strike in 1961 which | asted 93 days.

In the aftermath he was bani shed from Mal aya (as it was then known) and
about a year later after his return to Singapore he was picked up during
"Operation Cold Storage" and thereafter becane a political prisoner for 17
years until his release in 1979.

In May 1989 the order barring himfromentering Ml aysia was revoked by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. Several years later Said
was appoi nted Karya Tanu at Universiti Kebangsaan and it was there he
began to wite his nmenoir.

Recounted was his involverment in the Utusan Mel ayu strike, his detention
in Singapore and his neeting with Chin Peng, secretary-general of the
defunct Mal ayan Communi st Party (MCP) in Bangkok early this year.

It took place after Said had al ready conpl eted his book sone passages of
which referred to the role of "The Plen", the MCP internmediary during the
turbul ent days before Singapore's nerger with Ml aysia.

Ironic for Said was the invitation to attend the 50th anni versary of
Utusan Melayu in May 1989 and to wite a special article on the strike.

Thus nmentioned in the nenoir is his viewthat the strike was not only a
monent ous event for Utusan itself but also of historic proportion for the
print media and journalismin Malaysia. It was a watershed.

O great interest is the story of his nmeeting with Chin Peng i n Bangkok
following an invitation to attend an international seminar on the gl oba
econony and politics at Chul anl ongkorn University in March this year.

Together with himat the sem nar was Professor K. S. Jono from University
Mal aya. Said wites in his nmenoir's epilogue: "The main purpose of mny
meeting with Chin Peng was to seek his views and opinion on ny anal yses
and criticisms of the politics pursued by “The Plen' in Singapore".

He recal l ed seeing Chin Peng for the first time in Decenber 1955 during
the Baling peace talks with then Chief Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman. Said
was then the Utusan Mel ayu reporter covering the talks.

Mentioned then was Chin Peng's greeting in fluent Malay and Said's reply
in Mandarin at their first neeting at breakfast which |asted til
lunchtinme. At tinmes Chin Peng's Malay was interspersed with Javanese.

Referred to by Said was a chapter on Partai Rakyat Singapore in his
menoir on political happenings in Singapore in 1957/58 involving "The
Plen" (Chuang Pi' in Chinese) who played a role in the defeat of four of
the party's candidates in an el ection.

Chin Peng cane again as Said was about to return to Kual a Lunpur. The
story continues: "Ching Peng expressed his desire to invite me for |lunch

"After lunch we continued chatting for about four hours till the arrival
of the taxi to bring ne to the Bangkok airport.

"Suddenly | discovered that | didn't have any Thai baht in my wallet to
pay the airport tax for the return trip to Kuala Lunpur. | asked Chin Peng
how much the airport tax was as | wanted to change nmy Mal aysian ringgit.



"Chin Peng quickly replied, Said, there's no need for you to change any
nmore noney. Here's 500 bahts for the airport tax. Don't give it a thought,
pl ease accept.

"l accepted the noney, saying ~Thank you Chin Peng' in Mandarin."

Presented to Said and aut ographed by Chin Peng was a book The Communi st
Party of Mal aya, Mal aysia and Thail and - The tal ks endi ng the arned
struggl e of the Conmuni st Party of Ml aya by General Datuk Kitti
Rat abachaya

Quote: "As Chin Peng was signing the autograph Dr Jonp cane al ong.
told himabout the airport tax. Jono i rmedi ately took 500 bahts fromhis
pocket and passed themto Chin Peng, and jokingly remarked, “Pak Said is
forgetful as he's getting old . W laughed."”

Noted too in the menobir was Said's visit to Jakarta in 1983 in his
capacity as editor of Asia Research Bulletin, the nonthly economnic journa
publ i shed by Dow Jones and Ti mes Organi sation Singapore.

During the brief visit he met with Adam Mal i k, once | ndonesi an
Anbassador to the Soviet Union, Foreign Mnister for several years before
becom ng Vi ce- Presi dent.

He recalled that they once had dinner at the Latin Quarter Restaurant in
New Yor k.

There was dinner with old journalist friends, including a few editors of
once-influential newspapers in Indonesia in the old days.

Sone had lost their jobs follow ng the abortive coup on Sept 30, 1965
(Gerakan Sept 30) given the acronym Gest apu

For Said, now 71, looking to the past is not nmeant to be nostal gic. For
hi mnenori es are not rose-tinted.

Reaffirnmed is the notivation for his stance in nmatters journalistic and
political. To change after 17 years as a political prisoner would be a
betrayal of one's self.

( END)
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