19/ 03/ 1999
O politics and art of the possible

Mazl an Nor di n
POLITICS is the art of the possible, the late Deputy Prime Mnister, Tun
Dr Ismail once said in a debate in the Dewan Rakyat.

It is remenbered now as the results of the Sabah el ection are being
anal ysed and a post-nortem conducted by political parties which failed
nanely Parti Bersekutu and Pas.

No one woul d ever say that Bersekutu | eader, Datuk Harris Salleh didn't
know the law of the land. As former Chief Mnister he had travelled
extensively throughout the State. Nonethel ess he | ost the foll ow ng
el ection, and contributing to his defeat was the | oss of the Kadazandusun
vot es.

But this tine around after biding his tine he had fiel ded candidates in
all 48 constituencies and boldly predicted 40 woul d w n.

In the end the score was nil, and 29 Bersekutu candidates |ost their
deposits.

The score was zero also for Pas despite active canpai gning and strong
coverage i n Harakah, the party organ.

An itemon nom nation day quoted unnaned political sources as saying
that the party's entry into the State political arena was tinely since it
was already famliar to the popul ace.

Among party | eaders who canpai gned were vice-presi dent Hassan Shukri and
central committee nmenber Subky Latif. Mention was then made of the
prediction by Berita Sabah newspaper about "bad news" in store for Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad. Al so on the hustings was Kel ant an
Menteri Besar's Press secretary, Haji Wan Ismail Wan Jusoh, who decl ared
that Pas woul d becone a strong opposition party if its candi dates won.

I ndeed, he added, it was not inpossible for Pas to rule the State at a
| ater stage since "Sabah is fertile ground for Islant.

Reported on the eve of voting was party president Datuk Fadzil Noor's
statenment at Tanjung Batu Laut, near Tawau, that Bari san Nasi onal m ght
not rule the country any longer after the next general elections.

There was nention that nore than 70, 000 peopl e, including Umo nenbers,
had joined the party and that many Umo branches had been voluntarily
di ssol ved

Quote: "I rnust inform Sabahans that the rejection trend agai nst the
Bari san Nasi onal, especially Umo, in Peninsular Ml aysiais
overwhel m ngly self-evident. As such Sabahans nust join this nassive wave
of change".

In the end, however, the six Pas candi dates collected 1,352 votes only,
and all lost their deposits. Meanwhile Umo Sabah won all the 24 seats it
cont est ed.

Deputy Umo President, Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , was anong party
| eaders fromthe centre nost active in the canpaign.

The contests will continue in the Parlianmentary election later, and al so
taking part will be foreign journalists who are evidently no | ess
determ ned to change the course of the nation's history.

Screened on CNN after all the Sabah election results were in was a
report by its Asian correspondent about phantomvoters and an accusati on
to that effect by PBS | eader, Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan.

There was tal k about 30,000 illegal inmigrants from southern Philippines
and | ndonesi a.

Reportage by foreign journalists was as described i n M ngguan Ml aysi a,



Berita Harian and English-1anguage papers. Even in the Singapore Straits
Ti nes.

As was | ater ascertained the BN operations roomin Sabah had al ready
known at around 10.30pm | ast Saturday that it could formthe State
Gover nnent having gained a sinple majority.

And yet there was the following story filed by K Baranee Krishnan
t hrough Reuters news agency at 10.55pm "Early indicators showed the
outconme of the polls could be close for the 73-year-old | eader, who has
hel d power since 1981, political allies said".

Not to be beaten was the Anerican news agency Associ ated Press which
reported at 10.13pm "Despite the early lead, political observers said the
outcone was too close for confort for Dr Mahathir, who hopes for a
resoundi ng two-thirds majority in the 48-seat State assenbly. H's party
needed 25 seats to forma CGovernnent"

Scoring a bl ooper was Peter Starr, the AFP bureau chief who said that
the BN woul d be defeated. It was based on a public opinion poll which
appeared in the Borneo Post on Saturday.

Reports predicting doomfor the BN appeared in the International Herald
Tri bune, Far Eastern Econom c Review and the Asian Wall Street Journal.

O interest, therefore, in the context of things is the follow ng report
datelined Singapore: "Foreign tel evision stations which broad-cast in
Si ngapore will be subjected to the sane rules applied to | ocal networks on
donmestic coverage to prevent themfromunder-nining the republic, said a
Governnent M nister.

"Just look at the way the foreign channels have becone part of the
donmestic politics in Ml aysia and | ndonesia. W should worry for
our sel ves.

"If we are not careful, foreign broadcasters, |ike forei gn newspapers,
can underm ne some of our inportant policies,” Information and Arts
M ni st er George Yeo sai d.

The speech by the Singaporean m nister which appeared in the Singapore
Straits Tinmes was also transmtted by foreign news agencies to their
subscri bers.

But the part about Ml aysia and | ndonesi a was not nentioned. Severa
years ago a British newspaper published a story about the fate of a
tribesman captured in a tribal war in Sabah centuries ago.

He was pl aced in a wooden cage whi ch was then brought to the top of a
hill and there he was speared to death. A drawing to that effect
acconpani ed the tale.

We commend the story to those foreign journalists and | ocals working for
t hem who use their |ap-tops, PCs and other things to also spear their
targets. They failed in Sabah.
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