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Mahat hi r - | ndonesi a
M SI A RESPECTS THE CHO CE OF THE | NDONESI AN PEOPLE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the el ection of Abdurrahman Wahid or Gus Dur as the new
| ndonesi an president is the choice of the |Indonesian people and Ml aysi a
respects that choice

Dr Mahathir said: "W hope the president will receive the kind of
support in order to facilitate the workings of the governnent”.

The prime mnister said this after signing a joint statenent between
hi mand visiting Venezuel an Presi dent Hugo Rafael Chavez Fri as.

Abdurrahman today defeated Megawati Sukarnoputri to becone the
country's first elected president by polling 373 votes, against 313 for
Megawati in the 700-menber People's Consultative Assenbly (MPR)

Meanwhi | e, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar congratul at ed
t he new president, describing the election as a truly free and denocratic
one.

"I think we should respect the result," he said.

He said Mal aysia | ooked foward to a healthy and strong relation with
I ndonesi a.

"We hope that the situation will get back to normal so that they can
concentrate on efforts to bring back the country to positive recovery," he
sai d.

Syed Hanid said the |Indonesi an peopl e had chosen the president through
the People's Consultative Assenbly (MPR) and he expressed the hope that
normal cy will return and reconciliation will happen in Indonesia.
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