26/ 10/ 1999

“Qpposition parties offering nothing newin nmanifesto

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Works Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu described the
Bari san Alternatif manifesto | aunched yesterday as "not hi ng new'

"Many of the things stated in the nanifesto have been done by the
Bari san Nasional all these years.

"I think there is nothing new

"When the right time conmes, the BN will reveal its manifesto and it wll
be very different fromthe traditional manifesto that has been decl ared by
the Opposition," said Sanmy Vel l u.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching a new engi neering product
cal | ed HDB- A Punchi ng Shear Reinforcenent by Hal fen Sdn Bhd t oday.

Sany Vellu said the BN mani festo woul d focus on bringi ng Mal aysi ans into
the next millenniumlike changing their standard of |iving.

"And BN will provide a better |eadership under Prine M nister Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad. That will be our selling point.

"Over the last 16 or 17 years, Dr Mahathir has brought about a | ot of
changes in this country and | don't see anything of that kind in the
Qpposition's mani festo," said Sany Vel | u.

Asked when the BN manifesto will be reveal ed, Sany Vellu said it was up
to the Prime Mnister.

Acting Umo Youth chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein said Umo Youth
and the BN felt the Opposition's mani festo was wei rd.

"Looking at the manifesto, it is clear that it does not contain anything
new or attractive.

"Their stand is also inconsistent and the understandi ng between the
Qpposition parties is nmerely to get votes for the general election," he
sai d.

Yesterday, Parti Keadil an Nasi onal deputy president Dr Chandra Miuzaffar
said it agreed with the manifesto's contents.

H shammuddi n added that when party i deol ogi es cl ashed, he could not see
how t he various parties could work together w thout jeopardi sing each
other's m ssion

In Alor Star, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said the
OQpposition's mani festo proved that Pas influence in the coalition was
weak.

He said al though Pas clainmed to be struggling for the formati on of an
I slam c nation, the party was forced to conpromise with the denmands of
other parties within the coalition, especially the DAP

"This al so shows that the Qpposition Front is being | ed by DAP and not
Pas. W know t hat DAP objects to the creation of an |Islamc nation which
Pas clains it is struggling for," he said.
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