12 MAR 1999
Syed Ham d- Si ngapore
OFFI Cl ALS TO DI SCUSS M SI A-S' PORE BI LATERAL | SSUES

KOTA TINGE, March 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi an and Singapore officials
will nmeet this nonth as part of efforts to resolve bilateral issues in a
package, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said.

"The faster it (discussion) can be held, the better,” he told reporters
after sinultaneously opening the general neetings of Umo Youth and Wanita
branches in Kota Tinggi in Tanjung Sedili, near here, yesterday.

Syed Hanid, who is Kota Tinggi Umo Division chief, said the mnistry's
secretary-general would | ead the Mal aysi an del egation for all officials
| evel neetings wth Singapore.

"It isup tothe officials. Let the officials discuss whatever is
necessary...only then we will know what can be decided. If there is
anything (problens), they will report to the mnisterial level," said Syed
Hami d.

Last nonth, Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong was reported as
saying that Singapore was waiting for Malaysia's decision to fix a suitable
date to begin talks ainmed at settling bilateral issues in a package

Syed Hanid said as it is both countries had to stick to the matters
decided by their prime mnisters in Hanoi |ast year

At the Asean summt in Hanoi |ast Decenber, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Goh agreed to discuss and resolve all bilatera
i ssues in a package.

The diplomatic tiff started | ast July when Singapore told Ml aysia that
Kual a Lunpur had no legal right to operate the Custons, |Imrgration and
Quarantine (ClQ centre at the Tanjong Pagar railway station after
Si ngapore noved its facilities to Wodl ands.

O her issues involved alleged intrusions on Ml aysi an ai rspace by
Si ngapore air force jets and probl ens faced by those in peninsular Ml aysia
wi shing to withdraw their Central Provident Fund (CPF) nobney.

Asked if he was confident the issues could be resolved this year, Syed
Ham d said: "I cannot answer based on a hypothetical situation. I want the
i ssues to be settled as soon as possible so that we can nove on to other
t hi ngs."

He said there should not be pressure fromany party in seeking a
sol ution.

"The inportant thing is that there is a desire to seek settlenent. Let
it be discussed in a cal mmanner wi thout being brought into the public
domai n," he said.
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