11 DEC 1999
Ong- Housi ng
ONG TO ENSURE CONTI NUI TY IN M NI STRY' S PLANNI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 11 (Bernane) -- Newly appoi nted Housing and Loca
Governnent M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting has pledged to ensure continuity in
the ministry's planning and to consider public feedback when discharging
his duties.

Ong said housing for the | ow and nedi umincome groups woul d be anong
his priorities.

"VWhen | performny duties as a minister, | will study all plans laid
down by the previous | eadership and will take note of conmments fromthe
peopl e and rel evant bodies," he said today.

He told reporters this after opening the Mal aysia International Book
Fair '99 Incorporating El ectronic Book Fair '99 at The M nes near here.

Ong repl aces MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh who has been
dropped fromthe new Cabi net |ine-up announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad yest er day.

Ong, the outgoing Deputy Hone Mnister, said although his new
responsibility would be heavier, he was taking it as a challenge to fulfil
the needs of the people inline with the Barisan Nasi onal manifesto.

Sayi ng hi s appoi ntnment had cone as a surprise, he thanked Dr Mahathir
and the MCA | eadership for their trust in him

Ong, an MCA vice-president, said he woul d seek gui dance fromDr Ting,
whom he described as his nentor and a hardwor ki ng and humbl e | eader.

In his speech, Ong said he was just two nonths short of conpleting nine
years of service in the Hone Mnistry which, anmong other things, is
responsi bl e for approving publications.

Ong, 43, hoped that his successor at the Home M nistry would continue
wi th his unfinished tasks, which include the fight agai nst dadah and
crimes.
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