14 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Cooper ati on
ONLY BN COOPERATI ON LASTI NG, SAYS MAHATHI R

RANAU, May 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Menteri Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
said only the inter-racial cooperation as practised by the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) coalition is the |asting kind.

It was cooperation of this nature that has ensured equal treatnent for
all the communities in the country, said Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN
chai r man.

"Al'l the races are represented in the federal cabinet and in the state
governnents," he said addressi ng a neet-the-people gathering at the
communi ty hall here today.

In the BN, he said, no ngjority comunity tried to nonopolise
everything or oppress the mnority group.

"This is how the BN takes up the cause of the all races and of all the
religions," he said to the thunderous appl ause of the 3,000 Ranau residents
who accorded the prine nminister a warm wel cone.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day visit to Sabah, took time to be in
this highland district to keep his date with the people which had to be
def erred because incl enent weat her then did not pernmt his helicopter
flight here.

He was originally scheduled to cone here on the eve of the Sabah state
el ection held last March 12 and 13.

Dr Mahathir said it was through such cooperation that the BN had
repeatedly energed victorious in general elections and was successful in
devel opi ng the country.

He said this successful teamwork had pronpted opposition parties to try
to imtate such an alliance.

However, he said, the pact that PAS and the DAP tried to put up was
only a tenporary arrangenent nmerely to secure a win in the genera
el ecti on.

Dr Mahathir said a prosperous and riot-free Ml aysia would not suffice
until there was full cooperation anong the various races and ethnic groups
inall fields.

"We can't afford to be fragnented. W nust uphold effective
co-exi stence through the BN, " he said.

At the function, the prime mnister rem nded the audi ence not to have
the notion that Sabah is separate from Mal aysi a.

"Keep in mind that Sabah is part of Malaysia. If Ml aysia becones
i mpoveri shed because of econom c probl ens, Sabah and rural areas |ike Ranau
will not be spared as well," he said.

He sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d hel p the governnent ensure the success of
i ndustri es and congl onerates because it could collect nmuch taxes fromthem
to finance national devel opnent, especially for the rural areas.

"For each RML profit that the conpani es nake, 28 sen belong to the
governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir pledged to the people in Ranau that the government woul d
devel op the district and provide as nmuch assistance as it coul d.

Dr Mahathir, who first visited Ranau together with the late Tun Abdu
Razak Hussein (then deputy prinme nmnister) in 1965, said he would send
| mpl enent ati on and Coordination (ICU) officers here to study ways to
devel op Ranau further.

In the state election |ast March, the BN candi date Datuk Siringan Gubat
won the Ranau seat by a mpjority of 1,227 votes.



Earlier, Land and Cooperative Devel opnment M nister Tan Sri Kasitah
Gaddam who is al so Kinabal u BN division chief, asked the governnent to
devel op Ranau's tourismpotentials and make it a centre of excellence in
educat i on.

Sceni ¢ Ranau covers a 294,000 ha area straddling the foot of Munt
Ki nabal u, Southeast Asia's hi ghest nountain.

Located 100 km from Kota Ki nabalu, the state capital, Ranau has a
popul ati on of 60, 000.

Al so present were the prinme minister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam Information M nister Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khal il Yaacob and Umo Youth
acting chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n.

At the function Dr Mahathir received RML1, 940 for the National Special
Fund donated by teachers in the district.
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