14 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Support
ONLY MALAYSI ANS CAN DETERM NE THE FATE OF THE NATI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that only Ml aysians have the right to determne the fate and future
of the nation and not foreign | eaders or the Wstern nedia.

The prime mnister said sone foreigners had been saying that he and the
present governnent no | onger have the support of the people and that the
peopl e wanted to bring down the government.

"Actually, they want nme to be renoved and repl aced by soneone who will
bowto them who will sell the country...that is why they initiated efforts
to topple the governnent. They can always try but it is the Ml aysians who
decide the fate of the nation, not foreign |l eaders or the Western nedia,"
he said at the 50th anniversary cel ebrati ons of Kanpung Baru Ji njang, here.

Dr Mahathir al so said that he was confident of w nning the next genera
el ection with the Barisan Nasional (BN) getting the support of the majority
of the people in the country.

He said that as proven in the just-concluded Sabah state el ection, the
peopl e were aware that the BN strives to ensure peace and security, racia
cooperation and national devel opnent for themto have a better life.

The BN won 31 out of the 48 seats in the state |egislative assenbly
while the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) won 17 seats. The other parties which
contested in the state el ection were Bersekutu, Setia, Pasok and PAS

Dr Mahathir said three nonths ago, |ocal and foreign political
observers stated that the BN woul d not be able to win the el ection,
claimng that the people of Sabah were fed-up with the BN government.

"But yesterday, they could see how the BN has won with a big ngjority,"”
he sai d.

This showed that the people of Sabah knew what they wanted, he said.

The prime nminister said that it was true that the BN places enphasis on
devel opnent, like those clearly seen in the federal capital, areas inits
vicinity and t hroughout the country.

"We nust rem nd ourselves how backward we were 50 years ago but through
the efforts of the people and a governnent sensitive to their well-being,
we are leading a better life today," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that adequate consideration was al ways given to the
various races which were represented in the governnent.

That was why, anmong other things, the people could |ive in peace and
harmony and coul d hol d gatherings |ike the function today w thout any fear
that there would be chaos |i ke what happened in sone other countries, he
sai d.

The prinme mnister also said that the Chinese community in the country
could still carry on with their busi nesses despite the econonic crisis
caused by attacks by currency traders.

"But the government has acted to protect the nation from such
groups...l amconfident that our econony will grow and the people will have
nor e busi ness opportunities," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia was able to defend itself fromsuch
attacks because the governnment had the strong support of the people.

"If the governnent is weak, we will not be able to defend the country
and protect the people...that is why the support of the people is npst
vital to enable the government to help them" he said.

Referring to today's celebrations, Dr Mahathir said that new vill ages
were set up 50 years ago to protect the people, especially the Chinese



community, fromthe communi ust threat during British rule.

He said that the new villages had grown rapidly and devel oped into
centres for business and small- and nmedi um scal e i ndustries, and had
adequat e i nfrastructure.

Dr Mahathir said that this disproved clains that such new villages were
Ii ke concentration canps for the Jews set up by the Nazis.

Among t hose present were his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbohamed
Ali, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and forner Deputy Prime
M ni ster Tun Ghaf ar Baba.
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