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Mahat hi r - Asl i
ONLY MALAYSI A PROTECTS RI GHTS OF | NDI GENOUS PECPLE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d only Mal aysi a gives special treatnment to her
i ndi genous peopl e and spares no efforts to inprove their |ot.

"I'n other countries, the indigenous people are placed in reserve | and.
In sonme, the children are taken away fromtheir famlies. Some countries
have high nortality rate anmong the indi genous peopl e whereas the Orang Asli
popul ati on in Mal aysi an keeps grow ng," he said.

He said all egations by non-governmental organisations and foreign
countries that the Orang Asli were neglected | ot were basel ess.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after presenting certificates of
conpetency in construction to 17 Orang Asli youths at Bukit Lanjan here.

He said in order to inprove further their living standards further, the
government had even resettled Orang Asli fromtheir rural settlenments to
ur ban housi ng est at es.

A case in point was the re-settlement of 158 Orang Asli in Bukit Lanjan
to the Damansara Perdana housi ng estate near here.

Reporters asked the prine ninister about Orang Asli being nonminated to
stand in the com ng general election especially in areas with sizeable
Orang Asli popul ation.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said while nost Orang Asli
were Ummo nmenbers, it was up to the party or other political organisations
they were menbers of, to decide on their eligibility.

"But we can't give an Orang Asli a seat to contest just because he is
an Orang Asli. Doing so may not get the support of others. And al so we know
that he can't win because there is not a single constituency where the
Orang Asli electorate makes up the majority,"” he said.

In his speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said that while the governnment woul d
strive to further inprove their lot, it would at the sanme time preserve
their custons and the traditional native adm nistrative system

Only by uplifting their overall status could the government enabl e the
Orang Asli to stand tall with the other advanced comunities in the
country, he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was not the intention of the governnent to see the
Orang Asli do away with their custonms. It only wanted themto change to a
nmodern life-style as the other comunities.

This would require themto nmake the nost of skills training
opportunities provided by the governnent, he said.

He sai d gradual exposure to nodern life had influenced sone Orang Asli
to be nore enthusiastic about changing frombeing nmerely involved in
shifting cultivation to nodern |iving.

The suggestion that Orang Asli are unskilled or untal ented peopl e has
no credence because they are i ndeed good craftsnen especially in
wood- carvi ng and weavi ng, he said.

He urged Orang Asli youths to acquire skills in the construction field
because of the ever-grow ng demand for such manpower in the donestic
construction sector.

He said if would be ideal if |ocal manpower, including fromthe O ang
Asli community, could neet the | abour demand in the sector, thus saving the
country substantial outflow of foreign exchange.
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