19 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Peace
OPEN HOUSE VI SI TS SHOWW SH TO LI VE | N PEACE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an public's practice of
vi siting open houses on occasions such as Hari Raya Aidilfitri indicates
their wish to live in peace and to maintain good relations with each other.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi said this unique
Mal aysi an practice should be continued for posterity.

"W hope this very good trait can be nurtured so that Ml aysians will
al ways live in peace and have a respect for each other," he said at his
Hari Raya open house function at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here today.

"W want ©Mal aysia to renain peaceful and harnoni ous al ways so that
what ever we do will be successful."

Abdul | ah said he was touched and happy at the | arge nunber of people
who turned up to wish himand his famly Sel amat Hari Raya.

Sone 20, 000 people turned up at his Hari Raya open house function here
hel d bet ween 10am and 5pm

Among those present were foreign diplomats, high-ranking governnment
officials, religious | eaders, Cabinet ministers including MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and
opposition | eader in the Dewan Rakyat LimKit Siang.

Abdul | ah, who said he al so saw a huge turn out at Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad's open house this norning, said it is the
governnent's wish to see every Mal aysi an, irrespective of race and
religion, to live in peace and harnony.

"Thi s has nade Mal aysia a successful nation," he said.

On Dr Mahathir's statenment recently that Abdull ah's appoi ntnent as
Deputy Prine Mnister has calnmed the political situation in Mlaysia, he
said he was grateful if his appointnment did bring about such a better
si tuati on.

Abdul I ah, who is also Hone M nister, declined to comment on who or when
a new I nspector-Ceneral of Police will be appointed to replace Tan Sri
Rahi m Noor .

Deputy I GP Tan Sri Norian Mai has now assuned the duties of the I|IGP.

He al so said no decision has been nade on the call to set up an
i ndependent conmmi ssion to investigate injuries sustained by former Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody.
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