15/ 09/ 1999

Openi ng of national theatre set to revive arts scene

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The curtains officially go up at |stana Budaya
tonmorrow, setting the stage for local and international talents to breathe
new life into the country's arts scene.

The state-of-the-art national theatre will be opened by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in a cerenony that will be telecast "live"
over TVI1.

| stana Budaya officials have said that they will make full use of the
theatre's special effects to nmake the cerenpbny a nenorabl e one.

One official hinted that the evening's highlight would be Dr Mahathir's
"now you see him now you don't" act which will be staged with the hel p of
special effects as the Prine Mnister enters the theatre.

A full house is expected with invited guests filling the 1, 469-seat
theatre for the evening's entertainment, Keris Sang Puteri, the npst
anmbi ti ous Mal aysi an musi cal ever to be staged.

Wth actress Vanidah Inran in the lead role, the two-hour nusical wll
t ake audi ences back through history to a tinme when Mal ay and Bugi s
warriors were united under one banner to battle the Dutch.

The RMb0O0, 000 nusi cal, considered the first all-Mal aysian theatre
production, is helned by top theatrical talents in the country, including
Dat uk Rahi m Razali as director for the cast of 65.

Tickets for the Keris Sang Puteri musical, which will run until
Saturday, are priced at RM0 and RVMBO but students pay only RMLO.

The audience will be treated to breathtaking sets which will be set up
on all of the theatre's four stages, which can be manoeuvred behind the
scenes so that new scenes can be noved in front of the audience in just
seconds.

Each stage measures 28m by 25m and can be noved at a maxi num speed of
1.5m a second, allowi ng for a seam ess change of sets without interrupting
the flow of the play.

The theatre's marketi ng manager, Ranml ah Amir, said Ml aysians coul d | ook
forward to a variety of performances in the com ng nonths.

Anot her nusical entitled Rubiah is set to take the stage after Keris
Sang Puteri ends its run

Si nger Fauziah Latiff will make her stage debut in the lead role as a
woman who is close to God and struggles to find a place for human
relationships in her life.

O her productions in the works include a performance of traditiona
dances from Asean, a contenporary ballet performance froman Italian
troupe, a solo performance by Italian violinist Uo Ughui and a joint show
by the National Synphony Orchestra and national choir.

There are al so arrangenments for the British Council to stage an
adapt ati on of Jane Eyre, a performance by French pianist Cedric Tiberghien
and a show by the Orkestra Vi enna Vol ksopen from Austri a.
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