21 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON TEND TO HOLD NEGATI VE PERCEPTI ON OF GOVERNMENT

KOTA TINGAd, May 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t ook opposition parties to task for their tendency to have a
negati ve perception of the government to the extent that every nove taken
was consi dered to have a political notive

"There was not hing that was consi dered good by the opposition.
Everyt hi ng was percei ved negatively," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the allegation by the
opposition that the recent governnent nove to raise the salary of 120, 000
"DE" teachers was a political gimm ck ahead of the general el ection.

"That decision was nmade a long time ago and we have just now
inmplemented it," he told a press conference after a neet the peopl e session
at the Sekol ah Rendah Kebangsaan Fel da Pengeli Ti mur near here today.

He said Umo's nove to | odge police reports on the basel ess accusati ons
| evel | ed agai nst Umo | eaders and the governnment was not ainmed at curbing
the voi ce of the opposition.

He said Umo had to take such action it had been defaned by the
opposi tion.

"W need to expose their tactic and the best way is to | odge police
reports," he said.

Dr Mahathir, the Umo president, said Umo has recordings of the wild
accusations |l evelled against it.

Asked about the possibility of the opposition turning the m nor Cabi net
reshuffl e announced yesterday into a political issue, the Prime M nister
said the opposition has the tendency to turn anything into a political
i ssue.

"Even if there is nothing, they can turn it into an issue,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said even his pilgrimge to Mecca was turned into a
political issue by an opposition party.

"I was unwell and they said | was dead. | perforned the haj and they
said | did not, that | fainted in front of the Kaabah," he said.

Asked about a further m nor reshuffle involving sone Menteris Besar, Dr
Mahat hir said, "None...that's all until the election".

"W are very open. Wien we need to make a change, we do it."

He said the reshuffle was not because those involved were inefficient
but that he needed to nake changes when necessary.

On his neeting with Indonesian President B.J. Habibie in Batam
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the nmeeting gave himthe opportunity to
el aborate on certain matters.

He said the nmeeting did touch on the entry of illegal inmmgrants from
| ndonesia into Mal aysia but that the problemcoul d be overcone by both
si des.
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