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Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON TURNED DOAN PARTI CI PATI ON | N MAPEN ||, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- The opposition parties in the
peni nsul a have declined to sit on the Second National Economnic Consultative
Council (Mapen I1) despite being invited to do so, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"We invited them but they didn't want in. The nunber is not fixed,
what we want to do is to set up a good consultative council,” he said.

Speaki ng at a news conference after |aunching Mapen Il at the Putra
World Trade Centre, here, he said the opposition parties invited to join
the council were the DAP, PAS dan PRM

However, the oppoisition parties in Sabah and Sarawak had joi ned the
body.

Mapen |1, chaired by forner chief secretary to the government Tan Sri
Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid, was set up by the governnent to be a crucial part
inthe fornulating of the national devel opnent policy for the first decade
of the new m |l enni um (2000-2010).

It conprises representatives of various groups and interests to refl ect
the views of all Ml aysians and is given up to Septenber next year to
present its report to the Cabinet.

Asked whether the opposition parties would be accepted into the counci
shoul d they change their minds |ater, Dr Mahathir said he did not know
whet her they woul d be accept ed.

Earlier, during the launch, he said Mapen Il was not for politica
pur pose as thought by several parties which had turned down the
governnent's invitation for contributions.

The duration of the long-termplan that was to be formul at ed negat ed
t hat suspi ci on because the 10 or 20 years it covered was a long tine which
exceeded the rule of any political party that won the el ection, he said.

The council's nenbership which was no discrinminatory al so proved that
the council did not have a political agenda, he added.

"The selection is made with the intention to have all parties in the
Mal aysi a society represented so that the path it takes is determ ned by
views fromall the clever people in the country, with a new breath, and
after taking into account all the inportant aspects,” he said.

He said the chance to be a Mapen Il menber shoul d be accepted with an
open heart because anyone who | oved the nation should set aside
self-interst including political ideol ogy.

"This is not the place to fight, a w se person should be able to wei gh
a particular nmove and adapt hinmself to current needs. In the fighting ring
we roll up our sleeves but at a neeting we sit down and discuss," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government could fornul ate policies wthout
consulting any party but this was not the way of the Barisan Nasional (BN)
gover nnent .

"Thi s governnment wants to give everyone a chance to contribute towards
the future of the country because it believes that every strata of society
has rights.

"Hopefully, with the contributions, we can build an outstandi ng race
and country that is respected and renowned in the world," he said.

He said the council provided a forumfor its nenbers to exchange ideas
and views and if there were proposals for change or reform this was the
place and tinme to give one's views for debate, consideration and
fine-tuning by all parties.



"l believe that constructive ideas that can withstand the test will be
accepted by the council because the council nenmbers thensel ves are not just
anybody, " he said.

Mapen || conprises 155 people including representatives frompolitica
parties, former mnisters, businessnen, professionals, representatives from
non- gover nment al organi sations, mnority groups, youth and wormen's groups
and selected individuals fromthe main ethnic groups in Sabah and Sar awak.

Its function is to assess the performance of the national devel opnent
policy especially in eradicating poverty, restructuring the workforce and
corporate equity and distributing revenue anong the ethnic groups, rura
and urban areas and the states.

It will then submit its proposals for a new policy to steer the
country's devel opnment after the year 2000 by taking into account the
obj ectives and chal | enges of Vision 2020 to nake Mal aysi a a devel oped
nati on.
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