11/ 11/ 1999

Qpposition to contest all seats

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Barisan Nasional will be challenged in al
parlianentary seats on the Peninsula by candi dates fromthe Alternative
Front.

Component party | eaders expressed some grievances at the timng of
Parliament's dissolution, mainly that it was dissolved before getting the
Dewan Rakyat's approval for next year's Budget.

VWhat they said:

* LimKit Siang (DAP secretary-general, speaking to reporters in
Parl i ament before the dissolution announcenent): "The Alternative Front is
determined not to allowthe BNto win any seat uncontested as in previous
el ections. We plan to have a one-on-one fight with BNin all the State
seats. DAP is as prepared as can be.

"A dissolution of Parliament in md-session when there is no
constitutional or political crisis is outrageous and scandal ous. |f
Parliament is dissolved today, it will be a last-mnute decision by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who had clearly | eaned towards
havi ng the general el ection next January.

"He is caught on the one hand by the need to have nore tinme to wi n back
public support, especially fromthe Ml ays, and on the other by the fear
of the new 1999 electoral roll with its new 650,000 voters."

* Datuk Fadzil Mohd Noor (Pas president): "The timng of the el ections
was neant to prevent 650,000 new voters, who would only be eligible to
vote after January next year, fromexercising their rights.

"Pas is also not surprised about the last minute cancellation by the
Prime Mnister of his trip to the Commobnweal t h Heads of Governnment mneeting
in South Africa.

"W have received information that Dr Mahathir cancelled his trip at the
| ast minute because he did not want to be enbarrassed by a notion to
condemm Mal aysia's judicial system

"The nmotion woul d be presented by a foreign country with the support of
nmenber countries.”

* Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat (Kelantan Menteri Besar): "Pas' mnachinery
is well-prepared to face the general election. I'lIl also be going to other
States to help in the canpaign

* Dr Chandra Muzaffar (Parti Keadilan Nasi onal deputy president): "The
BN is being irresponsible in dissolving Parliament before the Dewan Rakyat
has approved next year's Budget. It also indicates a | ack of sincerity on
the part of BN

"Keadi | an hopes the El ection Conmi ssion will ensure that the com ng
general election will be the cleanest election in Mlaysian history. The
BN shoul d not be allowed to abuse the State machinery for el ectoral
pur poses or to nmonopolise the public nedia or to indul ge in noney
politics.

"For our part, Keadilan will try to adhere to the highest ethical
standards in this el ection canpaign.

"Keadi | an and the other Alternative Front parties would |like the
mai nstream print and el ectronic nedia to give fair and equitable coverage
to all parties in the election - the nedia should not allowitself to be
used by the BN to snear and scandalise the Alternative Front."

* Dr Syed Husin Ali (president of Parti Rakyat Ml aysia): "The tinme we
have wai ted for has cone, but Parlianent shoul d have been di ssol ved



earlier.

"W hope there is a prom se fromthe Governnment for the election to be
fair and cl ean.

"The Alternative Front have | ong been co-operating closely."”

"W believe that our performance this year will be better, even though
there are problens. W don't hope to win but to reduce the two-thirds
majority.”

* Dr Patau Rubis (president of the Sarawak-based party Star): "Since we
want to deny the BN fromw nning any seat uncontested. | will be
contacting the | eaders of Sarawak Keadilan and Sarawak DAP to finalise the
candi dates in a day or two."

* Wng Ho Leng (Sarawak DAP publicity chief): "The dissolution was
unt hi nkabl e, unprecedented and shocking since it was done while Parlianent
was still debating the 2000 Budget. Sarawak DAP has naned five of its
seven candidates to contest in the election. They are Chong Chi eng Jen
(Bandar Kuching), Voon Lee Shan (Stanpin), Mchael Tiang (Sarikei), Chew
Chiu Sing (Bintulu) and Dr Yi Siu Kee (Mri)."

( END)



	Opposition to contest all seats (NST 11/11/1999)

