27 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON MADE NO CONTRI BUTI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

BUKI T MERTAJAM Nov 27 (Bernama) -- The opposition should not be
supported as they had not nade any contribution to the country, said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Opposition parties such as DAP and PAS had never contri buted
constructive ideas or views for the country, he said in opening the
Pol it ekni k Seberang Perai here today.

He said the opposition only knew how to criticise, curse and accuse the
gover nment of various untruths.

Dr Mahathir said such opposition parties did not deserve to be
supported as they had not played a role in nation building.

"As opposition (in the Dewan Rakyat) is good as a check and bal ance
measure ... but not the kind of opposition that currently existed in the
country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition had clainmed it was vital that they were
present in the Dewan Rakyat or the governnent could do whatever it I|iked.

The truth, he said, was that with a two-thirds majority in the Dewan
Rakyat the governnment could, but, it never did so.

"W have the people's interests at heart ... whatever we do, it is in
the people's interests,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment wanted an opposition which could offer
support which it concerned national interests and to rai se objections if
somet hi ng the governnent wanted done woul d not benefit the country.

"But the opposition we have never nade constructive criticisms ... they
only opposed what ever the government did. They have never supported
what ever the governnent did," he said.

He cited as exanples, the national car project (Proton) inplenented by
t he governnment which the opposition clainmed was a waste and privati sation
proj ects which the opposition alleged were for government cronies.

He said an opposition which opposed what ever the governnment did was not
useful and thus did not deserve the support of the people.

Referring to DAP |l eaders LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh, Dr Mahathir
said in the Dewan Rakyat both men spoke in anger, just to spite others.

He al so said the two DAP | eaders could not be held for their words in
t he Dewan Rakyat .
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