06/ 06/ 1999

Qpposi tion wants say on polls chief

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The DAP has urged Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to consult the opposition before appointing a new
El ecti on Commi ssion chairman to replace Datuk Harun Din who is retiring on
June 21.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang, in a statenent today, said the
El ecti on Conmmi ssion was one of the nost inportant institutions in the
country to ensure the conduct of free, fair and clean general el ections.

He said Article 114 (2) of the Ml aysian Constituion provided that the
Yang di Pertuan Agong shoul d have regard to the inportance of securing an
El ecti on Conmi ssi on which enjoyed public confidence.

Limsaid the tinme had cone for the devel opnent of constitutional
conventions to uphold the spirit and letter of the Constitution.

He said Harun had been very approachabl e during his nine-year tenure and
had tried his best to conduct fair elections.
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