29/ 06/ 1999

Qpposition official resigns to join PDS

KOTA KI NABALU, Mon. - Opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah suffered another bl ow
when its suprene council nenber and Kundasang di vi si onal chief Madi ng
Rujum 42, resigned to join Parti Denokrati k Sabah t oday.

Madi ng handed his application to PDS president Tan Sri Bernard Donmpok at
the party's headquarters at Donggongon i n Penanpang, near here.

Reading froma witten statenent, Mading told reporters that joining the
BN was hi s own decision and not influenced by any offer or prom se of any
ki nd.

"After thinking about the prospect in terns of devel opnent for the
people in the rural areas, | realised that there is nothing PBS can do to
hel p," he said.

He said only the BN could truly deliver solid devel opnent for the State,
and t he peopl e should not be denied the benefit of devel opnent as provided
by the BN Gover nnment.

"I also chose to join BN as | believe in the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad, and PDS because | believe in the
| eadership of Tan Sri Bernard Donpok."

Madi ng, a officer with Bank Buni putera Ml aysia Berhad and al so Sabah
Fi nance Berhad, headed the Kundasang PBS division after former assenbl ynan
Dat uk BEwon Ebin defected to PDS in 1994.

Meanwhi | e, speaking after accepting Mading's application, Donpok denied
any know edge about pronises of nillions of ringgit offered to Kundasang
PBS Assenbl yman Kari m Adamto join BN

"Nei ther have | been approached nor have | made any contact with nmenbers
of opposition with such offers,"” he said, adding that nany opposition
menbers had joi ned PDS but had not been highlighted in the newspapers.

On the forthcom ng general el ection, Donpok said his party was prepared
to contest in any area agreed upon by the BN | eadershi p. BN have not held
any neeting to discuss seat allocation.

Wth Mading's departure fromPBS, it seens that one by one, the founder
and senior |leaders of the party headed by forner Chief M nister Datuk Seri
Joseph Pairin Kitingan are | eaving the party.

Over the weekend, former assenbl yman for Bengkoka Paul Tom | nbayang al so
resigned and j oi ned PDS

Last nonth, PBS deputy president Datuk Wng Phin Chung, a fornmer Kudat
assenbl yman, resigned fromthe party.

Earlier this nonth, Penanpang MP Paul Nointein resigned fromPBS to join
PDS.

And | ast week, another PBS deputy president Abdul Mal ek Chua, the
assenbl yman for Kuanut, and U in Pam ang, the assenbl ynan for Pensi angan,
al so ditched Pairin to join BN through Umo.
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