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OPPCSI TI ON PARTI ES UNDER FOREI GN CONTRCL - MAHATHI R

SEREMBAN, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d opposition parties in the country have cone under the
i nfluence of foreigners and do not appear to bel ong to Ml aysi ans any nore.

He said the supporters of these parties should realise that they had
been nade use of by foreigners to try to topple the present government.

"They (foreigners) want the governnent to fall not because the | ove the
opposition parties but because they are not happy with the present
Mal aysi an governnment which is not willing to bowto them" he said.

He said this when addressi ng a manmot h di nner organi sed by the Negeri
Senbi | an Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Negeri Senbilan at the Padang Perbandaran
here toni ght.

It was attended by nore than 25,000 BN supporters including the
coalition's secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat and | nfornmation
M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is al so Umo secretary-general.

Dr Mahathir said foreigners were now praising opposition parti es,
pronoti ng opposition candi dates and di spl ayi ng the candi dates' nanmes and
pictures in the hope that Ml aysi ans woul d accept those people.

The opposition parties, on their part, were willing to sell thensel ves
to the foreigners and frequently seek their assistance and get themto
interfere in the country's internal affairs, he clai ned.

The prime minister said Mal aysi ans should realise that the col onial
powers were still interested to col onise Malaysia and grab the country's
weal th for thensel ves.

"There's a strong basis to what |' m sayi ng because we know t hat they
often interfere in the political affairs of the countries under their
i nfluence to gain benefit,” he said.

The governnent, he said, did not knowif currency traders had a cl ose
relationship with the media and bi g busi nesses fromthe devel oped
countries. But when the currency traders attack certain countries and cause
these countries to become poor, the International Mnetary Fund (1 M)

i medi ately offers to hel p the countries.

"The | MF assi stance, however, conmes with conditions. And the conditions
are that our country's econony opens up as nuch as possible to busi nessnen
and banks from advanced countries,” he said.

According to Dr Mahathir, the foreign conpanies and banks woul d want to
have 100 per cent control over all conpanies in the country, and when they
had taken control of the econony they would ensure that the country's
econom ¢ policies brought huge benefits for them

"They won't stop at influencing policies and controlling the econony
but will also strive to influence our country's politics to ensure that our
denocratic country selects a | eader nominated by them" he cl ai ned.

The foreigners would al so deternine Malaysia's governnent and its
policies, and at this stage the country woul d al ready have been
recol oni sed, said the prinme mnister.

Denying that he was traying to frighten the people, Dr Mahathir said:
"That is the truth and that is the fact, they want to col oni se us again."

He said Malaysia rejected the | M- aid of fer because it did not want the
country to cone under the agency's control

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia's own neasures to revive the econony had been
a success. As a result of the neasures, the country is now expected to
regi ster a one per cent economc growh this year



And if the people want to see further econom c recovery, the nust
return the BN to power in the com ng general election. They shoul d not
"change horse in mid-streant as that was dangerous, said the prine
m ni ster.

"They (opposition parties) are not an alternative choice for
Mal aysi ans. The peopl e nmust continue to support the BN in devel oping the
country so that we becone as devel oped as the devel oped countries in
Anmerica, Europe and Japan," he added.
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