24 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - puppet s
OPPCSI TI ON RECEI VI NG FOREI GN HELP ARE PUPPETS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG Nov 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the government will only expose the opposition as puppets if
they really receive financial aid and support fromforeigners.

He said there is no |l aw at present that prevents political parties from
recei ving foreign assi stance.

"But if they break the law, we will take action,” he told reporters
after ending his visit here, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Al i

They arrived fromKota Kinabalu | ast night and continued their nationa
tour to Johor Baharu.

Dr Mahathir expressed regret that if it is true such thing occurred,
then it showed foreign interference in the internal affairs of this
country.

He was asked to comrent on call by the Umo Youth today to ask the
governnent to investigate attenpts all egedly nade by hi gh conmi ssions and
enbassies in the country to provide financial assistance and support to
opposition politicians and non-governnmental organisations in the genera
el ecti on.

On performance of the Sarawak Barisan Nasional (BN) in the
parlianentary el ection, Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that the state
could record a major victory.

He said Sarawak did not face nuch problemin the el ection.

"l notice that the opposition parties are not that active. I'm
confident that we can achieve a major victory in Sarawak," he said.

He was al so confident that Sarawak and Sabah woul d contribute
significantly to the BN victory in the 10th general el ection.

He said Sarawak was expected to contribute at |east 26 of the 28
parlianentary seats contest ed.

"(In fact) it's not inpossible for us to have a cl ean sweep in Sarawak.
They say they can deliver," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence of the BN maintaining its
two-thirds majority. "I amsure of that,"” he said

Asked about PAS intention to inplenment the Hudud law in Kelantan if the
party was again returned to power in this election, he said many people in
Kel antan had fled the state to work el sewhere.

"If they inplenent the PAS version of Hudud, many nore will run away,"
he sai d.

He said the people in Kelantan would al so realise that PAS did not
bring much progress, only interested in hurting people by inventing the
hudud | aw.

On report that sonme enployers were reluctant to give their workers a
pai d holiday on polling day, Dr Mahathir said the government had decl ared
it as a public holiday.

As such, if they asked the workers to work, then they nust be prepared
to pay themnore as provi ded under the |aw, he said.

The workers also had the right to take | egal action against their
enpl oyers for not paying themnore for working on a public holiday, he
sai d.
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