21/ 07/ 1999

Qpposi ti on unhappy over CGovernment's nove

THE Opposition yesterday voi ced di sapproval of the Governnent's nove to
seek an additional allocation of RVWb56 nmillion for operating expenditure,
claimng the noney woul d be used to strengthen the governnent nmachi nery
for the com ng el ecti on.

Opposition | eader and MP for Tanjong LimKit Siang clained the
all ocation was sinply a clever plan to cover itself while strengthening
its election machinery to ensure the Barisan Nasional stayed in power.

Li m added the Governnent bel onged to the people and it was not the
personal property of the Barisan Nasi onal

"This is a basic tenet of governance and denocratic practice," he said
referring to Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob's recent statenent
that his Mnistry's facilities would not be nmade available to the
Qpposi tion during the el ection.

"What is even nore shocking is that the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad) defended the statenment. Let ne remind the Prine M nister
that denocracy is nore than going through the notions of balloting.

"I't entails giving the people a free choice between different visions of
the nation's struggles - a free choice based on all of the facts," he
sai d.

The practice of the Governnment of constantly seeking additional
allocations reflected on its conpetence to plan ahead prudently and to
budget for the year ahead.

"The practice shows at best an inability to manage resources but at
worst an attenpt to deliberately underprovide for expenditure at the
begi nni ng of the budget cycl e thereby sending m sleading signals to
mar ket s and t he peopl e,

"I't would not be inappropriate to conclude that the Governnent is nore
interested in painting a rosy picture of the nation's finances than in
managi ng themin a sound, intelligent and prudent manner."

He was debating the Supplenentary Supply (1999) Bill 1999 which seeks an
addi tional allocation of RVb56, 752, 300 for managenment purposes.

Li m Hock Seng ( DAP-Bagan) cl ai nmed the all ocati on woul d be used by the
ruling government to nmake preparations for the com ng el ection.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) said the Governnent's inability to
i npl emrent the earlier RML7Y billion allocation effectively would jeopardi se
national productivity.
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