10 JUN 1999

OPPGCsI TI ON WANTS OBSERVER TEAM FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, June 10 (Bernama) -- Four opposition parties today called
for the setting up of a team conprising nenbers of the internationa
communi ty and Mal aysi ans to observe the next CGeneral Election.

The nenbership of the team shoul d be agreed to by both the governnent
and the opposition parties and it would report on any dirty tactics and
identify those responsible for such activities, according to a statenent
i ssued this evening.

The statenment was signed by PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor, Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Isnail, DAP
Secretary-Ceneral LimKit Siang and Parti Rakyat Mal aysia President Dr Syed
Husin Ali.

The four opposition |eaders rejected the Prine Mnister's conment that
the general election would be the dirtiest in Malaysia's history because of
the opposition parti es.

They said, the opposition parties, nmentioned in the statenent as
alternative parties, did not at all have the tool or machi nery to enpl oy
any formof dirty tactics.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had said the next general election would

becone dirtier because opposition parties would sanction coarse,
di sgusting, dirty and obscene | anguage. The opposition | eaders said they
had never approved of coarse and dirty words in their ceranmahs and had
advi sed speakers to air their views politely.
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