04 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON NOT STRONG AT THE MOMENT, SAYS MAHATH R

SEPANG June 4 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
descri bed the state of the opposition in the country as "not strong"
despite recent pronouncenents by themincluding the formati on of a pact for
the general el ection.

The Prime M nister said, "At the noment | don't think they are strong
and | don't think they are going to be strong either".

"This is a marri age of conveni ence between people who have contrary
views. One wants to set up a so called Islamc state, the other doesn't
want an Islamc state but wants a Ml aysi an Mal aysi a i nstead, and then,
Keadilan is for everything," he said in reply to questions fromreporters
upon returning fromJapan at the Kual a Lunpur International Airport here.

"Bei ng everything to everybody, of course, they (Keadilan) |anded up
with stabbing their partners in the back by accepting everybody into their
party," he said.

He said, "Keadilan's only objective is to get the rel ease of Datuk Seri
Anwar |Ibrahim..there is no political agenda other than that although they
may say they have sone interest in refornmasi, justice and all that".

Dr Mahathir said, "Justice for Keadilan is only for one person, so
don't think they can work together...frankly they have no conmon interest
at all".

On the proposal by PAS to anend its constitution in order to admt
non- Musl i ns as associ ate nmenbers and to becone party candi dates in genera
el ections, he said he was surprised how PAS could do it as it had in the
past called Umo nenbers "infidels" for cooperating with non-Mislins.

He said PAS was only interested to fish for votes.

On the opposition pact's plan to rotate the Prine Mnister's post
shoul d they cone to power, Dr Mahathir said they only wanted to bask in the
conforts of the post.
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