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OPPCOSI TI ON WANTS GOVT TO SCRAP TOLL CHARGES

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- Menmbers of opposition parties staged
denmonstrations at several toll plazas in the country today in protest of
the recent governnent approval for toll rate hikes.

At the Sungai Penchal a Toll Plaza of the Damansara- Puchong H ghway
here, the two-hour protest involved sone 500 supporters of Parti Rakyat
Mal aysia (PRM), PAS and DAP

They called on the government to do away with the toll charges, saying
that the construction of highways was its responsibility.

PRM president Dr Syed Husin Ali, who was present at the denonstration,
sai d: "Construction of highways is the governnent's responsibility and the
burden shoul d not be inposed on notorists since they have al ready paid the
road tax".

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang was al so present.

The denonstrators held banners and distributed |eaflets to notorists
passi ng by.

Seganbut PAS chi ef Roslan Zainal said the toll rates should be
abol i shed in the interest of the people.

In ALOR SETAR, the Kedah DAP called on the governnent to cancel its
approval for toll rate increase.

State DAP chairman George John said the people were fed up with such
i ncrease especially during the econom ¢ sl owdown.

He said this after |eading 230 DAP and PAS nenbers in a protest at the
Alor Setar Utara and Sel atan toll plazas.

Recently, the concessionaire for the North-South H ghway, Projek Lebuh
Raya Utara Sel atan (Plus) proposed a toll rate hike to 11.9 sen per kmfrom
the present rate of 10.5 sen per km

The nove drew strong protests fromthe public as well as
non- gover nent al or gani sati ons and opposition parti es.

Last Wednesday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad announced
an smaller increase of 0.75 sen per kmeffective after the Chi nese New
Year .

I n SEREMBAN, sonme 80 DAP and PAS supporters staged simlar protests at
t he Serenban and Senawang toll plazas.

They carried placards but |ater dispersed wthout any untoward
i nci dents.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd |sa Abdul Sanmad told reporters in Batu
Kikir, Kuala Pilah, that the opposition parties were trying to obtain
political mleage fromthe toll issue.

He said they should realise that the toll charges were i nposed to neet
t he hi ghway constructi on and nai nt enance costs.
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