21 MAY 1999
Ham d- Chi na
M SI A-CH NA TO SI GN PACT FOR W DER COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, May 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and China, celebrating the
25t h anniversary of diplomatic relations today, will sign an agreenent on
wi deni ng the scope of bilateral cooperation.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar is scheduled to go on a
five-day visit to China fromMy 30 and to sign the cooperation agreenent.

"The agreenent's scope on bilateral cooperation is very w de and
conmpr ehensi ve covering trade and politics as well,"” Syed Ham d said after a
function to comenorate the 25th anni versary of Ml aysi a- Chi na di pl omatic
rel ati ons here today.

Di pl omatic rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Chi na were pi oneered by
Mal aysia's second Prime Mnister, the |ate Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, who
visited China in May 1974.

A special award by Mal aysia and China to comrenorate the services of
the late Tun Abdul Razak was received by his wife, Tun Haj ah Rahah Tan Sri
Mohd Noah at the function

Syed Hanmi d said Mal aysi a and Chi na believed overl appi ng clai ms of many
countries to the Spratly islands in the South China Sea could be resol ved
t hrough peaceful neans.

He said China is also Malaysia's inportant tradi ng partner where
bilateral trade has reached RML5 billion a year and in Mal aysia's favour

In his speech earlier, Syed Ham d said Mal aysia | ooked forward to
further enhanced bilateral relations w th China.

He said Mal aysia views China as an energi ng economi c player and as a
potential lucrative market for its products.

"As a permanent menber of the United Nations Security Council, we
recogni se the pivotal role that China is playing in pronoting peace and
stability in the region and the world at large,” he said.

Chi nese Anbassador to Mal aysi a Guan Dengm ng said during the 25 years,
Chi na- Mal aysi a rel ati onshi p of good-nei ghbourliness and friendshi p had been
strengt hened and great devel opnents achieved in in various fields.

"I'n international and regional affairs, both countries share w de
comon interests and have al ways mai nt ai ned good coordi nati on and
cooperation,” he said.

He said the Chinese governnent too appreciated i nportant contributions
made by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and vari ous ot her
Mal aysi an | eaders.

- - BERNAMA

MY THG



	M'SIA-CHINA TO SIGN PACT FOR WIDER COOPERATION (Bernama 21/05/1999)

