20/ 09/ 1999
"Ordinary people feeling inpact of nation's recovery'

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Prine Mnister said he believes the nen in the
street have felt the inpact of the econom c recovery and alluded to the
happy faces of shoppers conforted by the inproved situation.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad al so spoke of indicators |ike grow ng
nunber of shoppers and sal es of cars and notorcycles.

"They know t hey can spend because they have the neans,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after opening the Kelab ol f
Per khi dnmat an Awam and the civil service's fanmly day, here.

He sai d conpany performance, too, has an i npact. Because when a conpany
makes a profit, their workers don't feel threatened.

"I'f the conpany is not doing well, the workers feel that they may be
sacrificed," Dr Mahathir said.

He said a few businesses felt that the pace of recovery has been nuch
faster than expected, citing the RML billion profit each registered by
Maybank and Si ne Dar by.

Dr Mahathir also referred to Arab Mal aysi an Group's RMR50-million profit
in six nonths.

Asked to comment on an itemin the Harakah, the Pas newspaper, about the
intention of the opposition partiesto renove the selective capital contro
measures if voted into power, the Prine Mnister said that was done out of
spite.

"If the control is lifted, |I think the country will go down the drain,"
he said, adding that the opposition did not have i deas and was banki ng on
a strategy of inciting hatred agai nst the Governnent.

The opposition statement was signed by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor,
DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang, Parti Rakyat Mal aysia president Dr
Syed Husin Ali and Parti Keadil an Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah | smi |

Referring to Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim the Prine Mnister said as
Fi nance M ni ster, Anwar could carry out work involving ordinary
adm ni stration of finance and devel opnent.

But Anwar coul d not deal with an econonmic crisis, he said.

And, Anwar was influenced by the International Mnetary Fund's
prescription of high interest rate, shorter non-perform ng | oans' period
and reduci ng governnent spendi ng.

"The main thing is to get praise fromabroad."

On the arsenic poisoning allegation, he said it was designed to agitate
followers of Anwar to denpnstrate again, and prolong his court case so
that the issue could not be discussed in the conming general election.

He added that never in the country's history that a trial "goes on and
Dr Mahathir recalled the 1974 student denonstration (when Dr Mahathir
was Education M nister) when sone children purportedly died of starvation.

"(In the end) it was proven not one child died of starvation. The father
of a child was very angry when his house had plenty of food," he said,
addi ng t hat Anwar was invol ved t hen.

Returning to the current situation, he said: "They want their people to
get very angry."

He recalled the claimby Dr WVan Azi zah at the tinme of Anwar's arrest
when she cl ai red the Governnment woul d inject her husband with H V virus.

He added that the hospital (Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a) has

on



said that Anwar is well. "And that is a fact," he said.

On Anwar's reported non-co-operation with the teaminvestigating the
claim he said he should submit to the tests required given the severity
of his claim

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said he reconmends recreation to others, for, it
i nproved bl ood circul ation and, through club activities, government
officials would i nprove rapport with each other and others.

During the British adm nistration, the Malayan G vil Service officers
had their exclusive clubs, driven by the belief that separation fromtheir
subordi nates woul d reduce famliarity. This was said to be good for
di sci pline and their work, he added.

Dr Mahat hir said since I ndependence, this officers-subordinate barrier
was gradual |y reduced w t hout harm ng work.

He added that arrangenents should be made to allow civil servants who
were non-nenbers of the club to bring their famlies to at | east use the
grounds.

"This is to enabl e the governnment enpl oyees to benefit ... of course
they can afford the nembership fee of RW4, 000," he said.

Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, who is the
club president, said it has about 2,000 nmenbers and the cl ub was becomni ng
popul ar with tourists through packages.
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