17 OCT 1999
Sports-F1 (Praise)
M SI A PRAI SED FOR SUPERB ORGANI SATI ON OF GRAND PRI X

SEPANG Cct 17 (Bernama) -- The International Autonobile Federation
(FI'A) have | auded Ml aysia for the superb organi sati on of the inaugura
Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix at the Sepang F1 Circuit today.

Sepang International Circuit (SIC) managi ng director Hussin Mhaned Al
said FIArace director Charlie Wiiting felt that Ml aysia had energed as
anong the best organisers of a Formual One Worl d Chanpi onshi p.

"VWhiting praised us for our organisational ability as Argentina and
Brazil, for instance, took five years to beconme organisers |ike Ml aysi a,"
he told reporters after the grand pri x.

He said the organisers al so received praise fromPrine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who told themthat there was now greater
acknow edgrment from abroad of such capabilities of Ml aysi a.

Hussin said the organisers did face sone probl ens but they did not
af fect the snoboth organi sation of the race.

He said the response fromthe public to the event was nbst encouragi ng
al though tickets sales were initially slow

He said the total revenue fromticket sales was RWMO nillion and the
organi sers earned another RM30 nmillion from sponsorshi ps.

"Today's crowd is estinmated to be nearly 80,000. At the grandstand,
there were 32,275 people including a | ot of foreigners," he said.

Hussin said the organi sers woul d have a greater task next year as there
woul d be expectations of even a better race.

"The task will be heavier next year as we have succeeded in organising

the race well, and everyone will expect us to do better. W will ensure
that it's nore successful next year," he added.
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