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Csu' s appoi ntment not agai nst spirit of Sabah rotation system

Joseph Bi ngkasan

THE results and subsequent turn of events of past Sabah el ecti ons have
al ways been unpredi ctable and the just concluded ninth polls was no
exception.

Havi ng served as Chief Mnister for nearly 10 nonths out of the two-year
termgiven to himunder the rotation system Sabah Barisan Nasional (BN)
chairman Tan Sri Bernard Donpok was expected to continue at the hel m of
the State Governnent.

During the canpai gn period, the Kadazandusuns, particulary those in
Moyog, had been urged to ensure victory for himto continue as Chi ef
M ni ster.

Sabah Umo head Dat uk Osu Sukam had al so put across this nessage to the
Kadazandusuns when he had stated that a vote for Donpok neant the
Kadazandusuns want their | eader to be Chief Mnister.

The Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS) president was, however, uncerenpniously
defeated by political arch rival Datuk C arance Bongkos Mal akun of Parti
Ber sat u Sabah (PBS)

The final tally of the election results bared it all. PDS only won two
of the 12 seats it was allocated, a sharp contrast to Umo which swept al
the 24 seats contest ed.

The post shoul d have gone to anot her Kadazandusun (non- Muslim
Bum putera) | eader but Sabah Umo head Datuk Osu Sukam was appoi nted Chi ef
M ni ster.

It is understood that soon after the results were known, Donpok held a
meeting with Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and
GCsu on the appoi ntnent of a new Chief Mnister.

Thi s deci si on was subsequently conveyed to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Accepting defeat, Donpok said the results showed that PDS coul d no
| onger lead the State Governnent.

"I, therefore, agreed with the decision made by the BN | eadership that
OGsu head the State Government to give | eaders fromthe Kadazandusun
comunity some tine to gain experience in admnistering the State,” he
sai d.

Yest erday, Donpok officially handed over the Chief Mnister's duties to
Csu.

The yet-to-be naned Cabinet will be sworn in before the Yang di-Pertua
Negeri on Saturday.

On Tuesday, Donpok returned from Kual a Lunpur where he net Dr Mahathir
to brief himon what had been inplemented during his 10-nonth term as
Chief Mnister.

Donpok said it was crucial for the new State Governnent to ensure that

the interests of the various conmunities in Sabah were well | ooked after.
Abdul | ah sai d Sabah needed a credi bl e, capabl e and strong BN Gover nnent
to fulfil its election promses to bring nore devel opnent to the State.

The BN will also be facing a general election within a year's tine.

There was no two ways about it - the choice of Gsu was the nost | ogical

OGsu' s appoi ntment was not against the spirit of the rotation system of
the Chief Mnister inplenented since 1994,

A Kadazandusun | eader will take over after Osu's two-year termexpires
in March 2001.

By then the Kadazandusun | eader grooned to be Chief M nister woul d have



the required experience to head the State CGovernnent.

It is believed that the |leader will be anong the Mnisters in Gsu's
Cabi net |ine-up

Among the 31 newl y-el ected BN nenbers of the Legislative Assenbly, only
three are non-Musl i m Bumi put era.

They are Dat uk Wences Angang (Kual a Penyu) and Datuk Siringan CGubat
(Ranau) both fromPDS, and Umo's Datuk Rubi n Bal ang (Kenabong).

Donpok' s defeat was a bitter pill to swallow but the Kadazandusun
comuni ty shoul d not be unduly al arnmed.

Though having had rejected their own | eaders in the BN, the Governnent
wi Il not punish them

An assurance to this effect cane from Abdul | ah who said that the BN
woul d continue to bring devel opnent to the 17 constituenci es won by the
Parti Bersatu Sabah.

"This (State Governnent) is a Governnent for the people of Sabah," the
Deputy Prime M nister said.

And true to the spirit of the BN power-sharing concept, Osu's
appoi nt rent was wel coned and supported not only by Donpok but Dat uk Joseph
Kurup, another respected Kadazandusun | eader.

Kurup, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president, also defeated in the
election, said it was not appropriate for the Kadazandusun community to
question Gsu's appoi ntment.

He said this was because it was the Kadazandusuns who di d not support
their leaders in the election.

He was confident that Gsu woul d pay equal attention to all communities
i n Sabah.

A Musl i m Kadazandusun | eader, Senator Datuk Kasitah Kadam summari sed
Csu' s appoi ntnment as nost appropriate and tinely.

"Csu's experience at the Federal and State levels, and his good
relationship with Federal | eaders, make hi mspecial as a Chief Mnister to
bring progress to Sabah,"” said Kasitah who is Federal Land and Co-
operative Devel opnment M nister.

Gsu said the BN el ection mani fest o which, anmong others, enphasi sed
hast eni ng econoni ¢ devel opment and poverty eradi cati on, woul d be the nain
thrust of the State BN admini strati on under his | eadership.

On Dompok's future, Osu said the PDS president woul d be given an
i mportant role under the BN admi ni stration although he lost in the
el ection.
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